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FICTION 
 

Can Bears Ski? (Raymond Antrobus; illustrated by Polly Dunbar; Juvenile 

Picture Book 6 – GROWING UP) 

People keep asking Little Bear "can bears 

ski?" What could this mean? Little Bear 

keeps this question on his mind as Dad Bear 

investigates with a doctor about Little 

Bear's hearing. 

 

This is the first d/Deaf picture book I’ve 

seen, and I’m glad to see it on our shelves. I 

feel this story will connect children who are losing the ability to hear with 

events that could happen to them, like misinterpreting questions, being 

moved to the front of the class, and doctor visits. One thing I really like 

about this book also is how Little Bear feels the world around him, with ex-

amples of how he navigates life by vibrations and visuals. I think this is an 

excellent d/Deaf representation read! 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 

Bunnies on the Bus (Philip Ardagh; illustrated by Ben Mantle, Juvenile Pic-

ture Book 13 – THINGS THAT GO) 

Bunnies take over a city bus for a wild ride 

full of hilarious antics. Bunnies on the Bus is 

a hopping good time both for the story and 

the illustrations, which lend themselves to 

repeated readings/viewings.  

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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The Vanishing Half (Brit Bennett, FIC BENN; also 

available in Large Print, eBook, CD Book, Playaway, 

and eAudiobook formats) 

— Archana Wagle, Library Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

Blade Runner 2019 (Michael Green and Mike Johnson; art by Andres 
Guinaldo; colors by Marco Lesko; lettering by Jim Campbell), Blade Run-
ner 2029 (Mike Johnson; art by Andres Guinaldo; colors by Marco Lesko; 
lettering by Jim Campbell), Blade Runner Origins (K. Perkins, Mellow 
Brown, Mike Johnson; creative consultant Michael Green; art by Ferando 
Dagnino; colors by Marco Lesko; lettering by Jim Campbell), GRAPHIC 
BLADE RUNNER 
  
If you are a Blade Runner fan, you should be reading 
these comics. These are authorized prequels that 
flesh out the fascinating universe built in the original 
Blade Runner movie and Blade Runner 2049. 
 

— David Otten, Information Services 

 

 
 
Crow & Snow (Robert Broder & Olivier Tallec, Juvenile Picture Book 9 – 
NATURE; also available in audio-enabled Vox book format) 

 
This delightful story tells the tale of a 
lonely scarecrow and a snowman who 
form a lasting friendship despite the 
change in seasons. 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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A Home for Goddesses and Dogs (Leslie Connor, JFIC CONN; also available 

in eBook format, as well as Playaway through RiverShare Libraries) 

When the book begins, we meet 13-year-old Lydia 

whose mother has just died. She had an “over large” 

heart. Her parents have been divorced for a long 

while, and Lydia is moving to Connecticut to live with 

her aunt, her aunt’s wife, and the owner of the house 

they rent. Together, they adopt a dog and then we’re 

off on a journey of healing, making friends, and finding 

joy. Of Ms. Connor’s many talents, character develop-

ment is her strongest. The reader really begins to care 

about each and every character in her books. Also 

highly recommend The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle 

(JFIC CONN) by Ms. Connor. Recommended for readers 5th grade and up. 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 

 

Bear Island (Matthew Cordell, Juvenile Picture Book 6 – GROWING UP) 

This is a very thoughtful picture book about 
what it is like to lose a pet that you love, and 
it is the picture book that has stuck with me 
most all year. 
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 

 

 

Razorblade Tears (S.A. Cosby, FIC COSB) 

This book just blew me away. Loved the characters 

and can’t say enough about what a great story S.A. 

Cosby turned out. Revenge, retribution, redemption—

this book has it all. 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 
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Dragon Teeth (Michael Crichton, FIC CRIC; also available in eBook, CD 

Book, Playaway, and eAudiobook formats) 

The year is 1876. Among the warring Indian tribes and 

lawless gold-rush towns of America's western territo-

ries, two paleontologists pillage the Wild West. They 

are hunting for dinosaur fossils, while surveilling, de-

ceiving and sabotaging each other in a rivalry that will 

come to be known as the Bone Wars. Into this treach-

erous territory plunges the arrogant and entitled Yale 

student William Johnson. Determined to survive a 

summer in the west to win a bet, William has joined 

world-renowned paleontologist Othniel Charles 

Marsh on his latest expedition. But Marsh becomes convinced that William 

is spying for his nemesis, Edwin Drinker Cope, so he abandons him in Chey-

enne, Wyoming, a locus of crime and vice. Soon William joins forces with 

Cope and stumbles upon a discovery of historic proportions. The struggle 

to protect this extraordinary treasure tests William's newfound resilience, 

and pits him against some of the West's most dangerous and notorious 

characters (catalog summary).  

 
— Lucas Berns, Information Services 

 

Oddbird (Derek Desierto, Juvenile Picture Book 14 – WILD CREATURES) 

Oddbird’s feathers are dull and plain, and the 

other birds tease him for his appearance. The 

adorable Oddbird teaches us that we don’t 

have to be fancy to have friends and fun. 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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Dragon Rider (Cornelia Funke, JSF/FAN FUNK; also available in eAudiobook 

format) 

The book takes a bit to pick up, but it's a solid adventure with more talking 

about how to solve an issue instead of pure action or in-the-moment think-

ing. I really like that because it is a tale of adventure with some action, but all 

the characters are really clever or have something to bring to the table, and 

it is just a really refreshing fantasy story. 

I actually saw this come back into the library, and it 

triggered my childhood memories of getting this 

book at a book fair. It was fun reading this again and 

remembering this adventure! 

The audiobook is read by Brendan Fraser, and he is 

an absolute delight! He has unique voices for every-

one and even does some sound effects. If you read 

this book, I cannot recommend the audiobook 

enough! 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 

The Promise (Damon Galgut; available through RiverShare Libraries) 

The 2021 Booker Prize winner is a unique family saga. 
The story unfolds over approximately 30 years, as 
members of a white, upper-class family in South Afri-
ca are brought together for a series of funerals. In 
between these events the family members have little, 
if any contact, with one another. The story is also 
backgrounded by a series of momentous historical 
events in South Africa: the fall of the apartheid gov-
ernment, the truth and reconciliation commission, 
and the resignation of President Jacob Zuma. One of 
the things that I enjoyed about the book is that the 
narrative structure is very unusual in several ways, 
jumping through time from funeral to funeral, and events that happened in 
the primary characters’ lives in the intervening years are hinted at but not 
always fully addressed. The narrator also frequently shifts perspectives from 
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character to character, even to outside observers, and occasionally address-
es the reader directly. I’d recommend this for anyone who enjoys historical 
fiction, family sagas, or literary fiction with just a twist of the unusual. 
  

— David Otten, Information Services 

 

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise (Dan Gemeinhart, JFIC GEME, 

YA FIC GEME; also available in eBook and eAudiobook formats) 

Coyote and her dad, Rodeo, live on a school bus. Sure, 

it’s renovated into a mobile home-ish, but it’s still a 

school bus. Homeschooled, or, technically bus-

schooled, Coyote is almost thirteen and has been on 

the road for about five years. Together, Coyote and 

her dad drive through the United States wherever 

they feel like going. When we join them in their story, 

they begin taking on people who need assistance. Al-

so, a cat, which may or may not need assistance, joins 

them. A funny, heart-warming story by an author you 

can count on to bring you a great story. I thoroughly enjoyed other books 

he’s written: The Honest Truth (JFIC GEME), Some Kind of Courage (JFIC GE-

ME, PLAYAWAY JFIC GEME), and Scar Island (JFIC GEME). 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 

 

No Pants! (Jacob Grant, Juvenile Picture Book 15 - WHAT WE DO) 

To all the kids who have refused to put on their 

clothes and all the parents who have explained 

why they must, this book is for you. Full of hilari-

ty and heart, this book has it all, including a few 

surprises along the way. 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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Ten Beautiful Things (Molly Beth Griffin; 

illustrated by Maribel Lechuga, Juvenile 

Picture Book 6 - GROWING UP) 

Change can be difficult, but Ten Beautiful 

Things will show you how to spot the good 

things in life. The characters are also on 

their way to Iowa, so the story has local 

appeal. 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 

 

 

The Midnight Library (Matt Haig, FIC HAIG; also 

available in Large Print, eBook, CD Book, Playaway, 

and eAudiobook formats)  

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 

 

 

 

 

The Four Winds (Kristin Hannah, FIC HANN; also 

available in Large Print, eBook, CD Book, Playaway, 

and eAudiobook formats) 

— Archana Wagle, Library Board of Trustees 
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The Girl on the Train (Paula Hawkins, FIC HAWK; also available in Large 

Print, eBook, CD Book, Playaway, and eAudiobook formats) 

On her daily train rides to and from a job she no longer 

works at, Rachel becomes obsessed with a particular 

couple who live near her ex-husband and his new fam-

ily. Rachel can see this couple out on their terrace al-

most every day from her usual spot on the train and 

begins to fantasize about their perfect life together. 

When this woman disappears, Rachel thinks she may 

know why. But will anyone believe her? Rachel has 

never met her, after all.  

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 

 

Beauty (story and colors by Hubert; art by Kerascoët; translation by Joe 

Johnson; lettering by Ortho; available through RiverShare Libraries) 

This feels like a fairy tale with a dark tone—an adult graphic novel for a ma-

ture reader. 

A poor village girl with an ugly face only her mother loves accidentally frees a 

fairy and is granted a wish. She wishes for beauty and the fairy gives her a 

curse of beauty, as it brings out the terribleness in 

men's hearts. The beauty brings her nothing but 

hardship and riches. It is not until she is kidnapped 

that she discovers her beauty is an illusion on the 

outside and she is still ugly underneath; this is how 

she knows her true self. With years and new wis-

dom from her daughter, she uses her curse to her 

advantage and seeks to ruin the men who wished to 

possess her and revenge against the fairies who 

cursed her. 

The illustrations are expressive with nicely done visuals done in beautiful 

watercolor. Wonderful, fantastic, and dark! 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House 
(Cherie Jones, FIC JONE) 
 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 

 
 
 

 

 

Miracle Creek (Angie Kim, FIC KIM; also available in Large Print format) 

This is a book that has been on my radar since it was 
released in 2019 and I’m kicking myself for not reading 
it sooner. The “Miracle Submarine” was an experi-
mental treatment facility touted as a way to improve 
the lives of patients experiencing a range of conditions 
and ailments. But after an explosion kills two members 
of this tight-knit group, each person involved that day 
will see their secrets and lies exposed when the moth-
er of one of the deceased is put on trial for intentional-
ly causing the accident. For fans of Celeste Ng and Li-
ane Moriarty. 

— Jillian Aschliman, Director 

 

The People We Keep (Allison Larkin, FIC LARK) 

The People We Keep is about a girl finding her place 
in the world. It’s about creating a family for yourself 
when your own family has failed you. It’s about 
learning to accept the love you never thought you 
deserved. And it will make you laugh and cry and 
feel all the emotions along the way. 
 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 

 

  

 



12 

Once There Were Wolves (Charlotte McConaghy, FIC MCCO) 

For anyone who loves nature or wildlife, this will be 
one you can't put down. The main character is a biolo-
gist who is introducing wolves back into the ecosystem 
in Scotland. You. Guys. Seriously, McConaghy must 
have the heart of someone who loves the wild to be 
able to write the way she does. Everything she writes 
about the subject has been something I've held within 
me as well. The story also speaks of strong family 
bonds and what family means. If a book can speak to 
my soul like that, I HAVE to recommend it. McCo-
naghy's book Migrations has a similar feel. 
 
— Shannon Murcia, Technical and Circulation Services 

 

 

Oona Out of Order (Margarita Montimore, FIC MONT; 

also available in Large Print, eBook, Playaway, and 

eAudiobook formats) 

Ever since her 19th birthday, Oona has been living her 
life out of order. Every year, she jumps to another age 
at random. Who (and how old) will she be next year?  
 

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 

 

 

Mexican Gothic (Silvia Moreno-Garcia, SF/FAN MORE; also available in 

Large Print and eBook formats) 

After receiving an alarming letter from her newly mar-
ried cousin, Noemí leaves her vibrant debutante life in 
Mexico City for High Point, a gloomy estate in the 
Mexican countryside owned by her cousin’s English 
husband and his extended family. The longer Noemí 
stays, the more she begins to unearth dark stories of 
madness and violence, and she slowly realizes that her 
plans to whisk her cousin away from High Point may 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/17205673.Margarita_Montimore
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be impossible. Creepy, moody, and disturbing—everything you would want 
from a gothic tale. Just don’t read this one right before you go to bed! 

 

— Jillian Aschliman, Director 

 

Apples Never Fall (Liane Moriarty, FIC MORI; also 

available in Large Print, eBook, CD Book, Playaway, 

and eAudiobook formats) 

— Archana Wagle, Library Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

A Bear is a Bear (Except When He's Not) (Karl Newson; illustrated by 

Anuska Allepuz, Juvenile Picture Book 14 – WILD CREATURES 

Bear has forgotten he is a bear. When he sets 

out on a journey to find out what animal he is, 

he discovers that maybe what he needs most of 

all is some sleep. 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 

 

 

 

The Last Graduate (Naomi Novik, SF/FAN NOVI) 

As long as Novik keeps writing, I suspect I’ll keep in-

cluding her titles on my favorites list. This one is a se-

quel to A Deadly Education from 2020, about a magical 

school where you only graduate by surviving. All I can 

say is, there better be a third one! 

— Maria Levetzow, Information Services 
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Heartstopper (Alice Oseman, YA GRAPHIC HEARTSTOPPER, V. 1, 2, and 3; 
also available in eBook format) 

 
This is the cutest, sweetest, loveliest thing I have read 

all year. This graphic novel is about two boys who are 

best friends, and they eventually fall in love. I was smil-

ing the entire time I was reading this series that is a 

great depiction of healthy romantic relationships. 

Three volumes are currently available, and the fourth 

one will be published in early 2022. 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 

 

The Secret Lives of Church Ladies (Deesha Philyaw, FIC 

PHIL) 

— David Otten, Information Services 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Lightfall: The Girl and the Galdurian (Tim Probert, JGRAPHIC LIGHTFALL V. 
1; also available in eBook format) 
 
I have been waiting to include this book in our staff 

favorites ever since I read it in January! This graphic 

novel takes place in the fantasy world of Irpa. Bea 

meets Cad, a Galdurian, when Galdurians were 

thought to be extinct, and they go on an adventure 

to find Bea's missing grandfather while the greater 

threat of darkness looms over the planet. The art-

work in this series is just magical, and I am so excited 

for the second book to come out in spring of 2022! 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
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The York Trilogy: The Shadow Cipher, The Clockwork Ghost, The Map of 

Stars (Laura Ruby, JMYS RUBY; The Shadow Cipher is also available in 

eBook and eAudiobook formats and The Clockwork Ghost is also available 

in eBook format) 

This trilogy is by far the most impactful thing I have 
read all year. It is a trilogy that sits on the edge of 
middle grade and young adult, giving it a very wide 
audience, including adults, of course! I finished this 
trilogy in January, and I haven't stopped thinking 
about it or recommending it since. It has everything: 
science fiction, historical fiction, steampunk, mystery, 
and MORE, without being overwhelming. I cannot 
recommend these books enough. 
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 

 

The Journey (Francesca Sanna, Juvenile Picture Book 8 – MORE TO EX-

PLORE) 

The subject is heavy and dark, but it’s presented with such seriousness and 

charm that it is perfect for really any age. This story is about a journey 

across the world to a safer home. It shows a happy family and the darkness 

brought into their lives when war arrives in their homeland. They must pack 

and find a new place. Little by little, they lose their things and they lose 

their father. Almost everything is gone from them, and the children contin-

ue their journey with their mom. 

This book has some darker themes, but its 

depiction of how the child in the story un-

derstands this complex situation adds an 

element of unknown and fantasy. The war 

is darkness or, when they arrive at a border, 

it is seen as a giant looking down on them 

from over the wall. The story does more 

showing than telling, so it really counts on your perception of emotions to 

understand the situation. 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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Chez Bob (Bob Shea, Juvenile Picture Book 15 – WHAT WE DO) 
 
A predator luring its prey gets a new twist when 

Bob, the alligator, opens a restaurant for birds on 

his nose. As usual, things do not go as planned, 

but in the most amusing and charming ways. 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 

 

 

 

Golden Hill: A Novel of Old New York (Francis Spufford, FIC SPUF; also 

available in Large Print format) 

On November 1st, 1746, Richard Smith arrives in New 

York with an order for a thousand pounds (worth 

roughly $700,000 to $800,000 today) and very little to 

say about what he’s doing in the colonies. By the next 

morning, the news of the rich stranger’s arrival is all 

over town.  

This vivid and unpredictable historical novel is exactly 

my cup of tea and my favorite read from 2021. 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 

 

Good Company (Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, FIC 

SWEE; also available in eBook, Playaway, and 

eAudiobook formats) 

— Archana Wagle, Library Board of Trustees 
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Abigail (Magda Szabó; translated by Len Rix, FIC SZAB) 

Abigail was originally published in Hungary in 1970; this English translation, 

by Len Rix, first appeared in 2020. 

 

The story takes place in 1943 and follows 14-year-old Gina Vitay as she ad-

justs to life at a strict religious boarding school, having been sent away un-

der mysterious circumstances by her beloved father, a general in the Hun-

garian army. For Gina, the school is a painful place 

filled with mean girls and nonsensical rules, not to 

mention some bizarre traditions and beliefs, especially 

those surrounding Abigail, a garden statue to whom 

the students turn in distress, who answers their pleas 

with handwritten notes. Who is Abigail? As Gina settles 

in to life at her new school, it becomes increasingly 

clear that rules and routines won't protect her, or her 

classmates, from the war outside. 

 

I enjoyed Abigail for its well-drawn characters and clever plot, as well as for 

its window into Hungary during World War II. To avoid spoilers, you might 

want to wait to read Len Rix's introduction until after you've finished the 

novel. But don't skip it altogether—his thoughts add a lot to the overall ex-

perience of the book. 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 

 

The Chicken Who Couldn’t (Jan Thomas, 

Juvenile Picture Book 5 – FAVORITE AU-

THORS) 

Chicken falls off the farmer’s truck and gets 

left behind. He doesn’t think he can get him-

self home. However, with a lesson on self-

affirmation, maybe he can see he is a strong, 

powerful—and nice looking—chicken who is 

capable of overcoming this challenge. 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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The Lincoln Highway (Amor Towles, FIC TOWL; also 
available in Large Print, eBook, CD Book, and eAudio-
book formats) 

 
DO YOU WANT TO GO ON A ROAD TRIP???? You 
should. This book is a gem. 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 

 

 

Vinegar Girl (Anne Tyler, FIC TYLE; also available in eBook format) 

This book is said to be a retelling of The Taming of the 

Shrew. Kate has found herself caring for her father and 

beautiful sister, Bunny. Her father looks to her for help 

with many tasks, but he may have finally asked too 

much. Will she marry her father's assistant to keep him 

from being deported?  

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 

 

 

Body of Stars (Laura Maylene Walter, FIC WALT) 

What would it be like if your fate, and possibly the fate 

of others close to you, was mapped out on your skin?  

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 

 

 

 

Nightbooks (J.A. White, JSF/FAN WHIT) 

I found this book thrilling! A boy who enjoys horror finds himself left out from 

his peer group, and his obsession concerns adults. He was going outside to 

get rid of his Nightbooks, but finds himself tricked by a witch. He serves her 

by reading a scary story every night. He has a plentiful supply and uses this 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4379029.Laura_Maylene_Walter
https://rivershare.polarislibrary.com/search/browse.aspx?ctx=5.1033.0.0.1&type=Browse&by=TI&term=Nightbooks+%2f&page=0
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time to learn how to escape. He meets a girl and must convince her to 

help, but she's lost hope and only wants to survive. 

The kids use their wits to trick the witch in really clever ways, using what 

they know to their advantage. It has a nice mystery, and I like how the 

story gives kids their credit and gives them agency over their situation. 

These children are not helpless, but the situation 

feels helpless and dangerous! 

I like the diligent and steady dynamics between the 

characters (even the cat). This is a book where eve-

rything pays off in the end, and it feels rather satis-

fying.  

If you enjoyed Neil Gaiman’s Coraline, this is some-

thing you may also really enjoy! 

 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 

 

The Lost and Found Bookshop (Susan Wiggs, ROM 

WIGG; also available in eBook, CD Book, Playaway, 

and eAudiobook formats) 

 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 

 

 

 

Nothing to See Here (Kevin Wilson, FIC WILS) 

If you're looking for an offbeat read, look no further than Nothing to See 
Here. 
 
Lillian and Madison became friends at boarding school and kept in touch 
for years afterward. When Madison, now married to a powerful politician, 
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needs someone to watch her stepchildren, she calls 
on Lillian, whose life is so unfulfilled that she packs up 
and heads to Madison's mansion without much 
thought. 
 
Here's the offbeat part: whenever the kids, 10-year-
old twins Roland and Bessie, experience intense emo-
tions, they spontaneously combust. They burst into 
flames. 
 
Wilson somehow makes this believable. The book is 

both funny and touching. More than anything, it's hard to forget! 
 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 

 

Turtle Boy (M. Evan Wolkenstein, JFIC WOLK; also available in eBook for-

mat) 

This book tells the story of a boy who is insecure and 
self-conscious about the disability that has inspired 
his bullies' nickname for him: Turtle Boy. Through his 
rabbi, he meets a young boy who is stuck in a hospi-
tal with a fatal disease, and it is up to our main char-
acter to check the items off the sick boy's bucket list. 
This tearjerker is full of quirky adventures, and it is a 
great example of middle grade realistic fiction with a 
soft spot and featuring a boy protagonist. 
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
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NONFICTION 
 

Stuff You Should Know: An Incomplete Compendium of Mostly Interesting 
Things (Josh Clark and Chuck Bryant, CDBOOK 031.02 CL; also available in 
print and eAudiobook formats) 
  
This book is full of fascinating facts and exploration 
of seemingly banal and obscure topics. In every 
chapter, you will learn a lot, and while much of it 
isn’t exactly essential to know, it sure is a lot of fun. 
Some of my favorite chapters were about the pet 
rock craze in the 70s, The Price is Right, canines’ 
sense of smell, and the psychology of being lost. 
Fans of the podcast will be pleased to see that each 
chapter has many asides and detours into related 
topics and, of course, plenty of puns and an ample 
amount of “Dad” humor. I highly recommend listen-
ing to the audiobook. 
 

— David Otten, Information Services 

 

Minor Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning (Cathy Park Hong, 
305.4895 HO; also available in eBook format) 

 
This thought-provoking collection of essays gives 
great insight into the experience of being a Asian 
American woman in the United States through the 
author's experience and the experiences of other 
Asian American women in history. Throughout the 
essays, the author asks herself challenging questions 
that she doesn't seem to have an answer to, and 
readers may not either.  
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
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Between the World and Me (Ta-Nehisi Coates, 305.8009 CO; also availa-
ble in eBook, CD Book, and eAudiobook formats) 
 
Even though this is several years old, it's still relevant today, and it's an 
eye-opening read for anyone who wants to see and understand things 

from the perspectives of others. Written by a Black 
man to his son, it is powerful and emotional. It 
offers what I'm sure is only a fraction of a glimpse 
into the history of a people who have faced genera-
tions and generations of discrimination and preju-
dice. How it makes them feel, how they have to live 
with it, and how they have to raise their kids with it. 
It confirms that the world needs change, but that 
change needs to come from within every single 
person, regardless of age, race, gender or any other 
factor.  
 

— Shannon Murcia, Technical and Circulation Services 

 
 
You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey: Crazy Stories About Rac-
ism (Amber Ruffin and Lacey Lamar, 305.896 RU) 
 
Amber Ruffin is a host of The Amber Ruffin Show, 
and a writer on Late Night with Seth Meyers. I enjoy 
her combination of a seemingly sweet innocent de-
meanor with biting commentary. This book lives up 
to that reputation, recounting actual racist encoun-
ters that her sister, Lacey, endured. It was eye open-
ing, for sure. Amber and Lacey obviously adhere to 
the “You might as well laugh, or you’re going to end 
up crying” school of thought, as they somehow 
manage to dance along the line between the seri-
ousness and the absurdity of the topic. 
 

— Maria Levetzow, Information Services 
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Land: How the Hunger for Ownership Shaped the Modern World (Simon 
Winchester, 333.309; also available in CD Book format) 
 
Explores the concept of land ownership and how it 
has shaped history, examining how people fight over, 
steward, and occasionally share land, and what hu-
manity's proprietary relationship with land means for 
the future (catalog summary). 
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 

 

 

Why Peacocks?: An Unlikely Search for Meaning in the World's Most 
Magnificent Bird (Sean Flynn, 598.6258 FL) 
 
Well? Why? An entertaining and informative book 
about…you guessed it! Peacocks! “An acclaimed 
journalist seeks to understand the mysterious al-
lure of peacocks—and in the process discovers 
unexpected and valuable life lessons.” (From the 
publisher.) Join Mr. Flynn and his family through 
his preparation for and life with peacocks.  
 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 

 

 

On Immunity: An Inoculation (Eula Biss, 616.079 BI) 

— David Otten, Information Services 

 

https://rivershare.polarislibrary.com/search/browse.aspx?ctx=5.1033.0.0.1&type=Browse&by=TI&term=Land+%3a+how+the+hunger+for+ownership+shaped+the+modern+world+%2f&page=0
https://rivershare.polarislibrary.com/search/browse.aspx?ctx=5.1033.0.0.1&type=Browse&by=TI&term=Land+%3a+how+the+hunger+for+ownership+shaped+the+modern+world+%2f&page=0
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The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer (Siddhartha Mukher-
jee, 616.994 MU; also available in Playaway format; a PBS television pro-
gram based on the book is available on DVD) 
  
A very detailed yet accessible book about the history 
of cancer, from tumors preserved in mummified re-
mains and references to the disease in ancient medi-
cine to our most cutting edge modern treatments and 
prevention efforts.  

— David Otten, Information Services 

 

 
That Can Be Arranged: A 
Muslim Love Story (Huda Fahmy; available 
through RiverShare Libraries) 
 
This hilarious graphic memoir follows Huda's ex-
perience finding and eventually marrying her 
husband. Not only laugh-out-loud funny, this 
book will illuminate the custom of modern-day 
arranged marriages for readers like me who had 
no idea what that is like.  
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 

 

Dragon Hoops (Gene Luen Yang, YA 741.5973 YA) 
 
Dragon Hoops tells the history of a high school bas-
ketball team, their coach, and their players, as well as 
the story of how the author has always hated basket-
ball—until now. The author's original disposition to-
wards sports makes this book approachable for both 
readers who love sports and those who are luke-
warm about them and just love a good story.  

 
— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
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Crying in H Mart (Michelle Zauner, 782.42166 ZA; 
also available in eBook and eAudiobook formats) 
 

— Archana Wagle, Library Board of Trustees 

 

Street Gang: The Complete 

History of Sesame Street 

(Michael Davis, 791.4372 DA; 

also available in CD Book for-

mat; a documentary based on the book is available 

on DVD) 

Apparently, I’m obsessed with Sesame Street. 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 

 

All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys' Soccer Team 

(Christina Soontornvat, NEWBERY J796.52 SO HONOR BOOK, J796.52 SO; 

also available in CD Book and Playaway formats at other RiverShare Li-

braries) 

In June 2018, twelve members of a Thai soccer 

team and their coach explore a cave, planning to 

return in time for one team member’s birthday 

party. The plan is to return after an hour or so in 

the cave. They turn back from their explorations 

only to find the only way out is flooded. What a 

book! What a book! Even though I “knew” the 

outcome, the book reveals all that went into the 

heroic rescue of those boys. Heroic is too gentle a 

word. Suitable for readers 5th grade and up, I highly recommend it to any 

adult even though it’s in the children’s department. My 25-year-old son 

read it in about six hours, and he says he wants to own it! I call that a good 

review! 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 
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The Wreckage of My Presence: Essays (Casey Wilson; available through Riv-
erShare Libraries) 

 
A laugh-out-loud and heartfelt collection of essays by 
actress Casey Wilson (SNL, Black Monday, and Happy 
Endings). Casey pokes fun at the absurdity of Holly-
wood life and her unconventional family upbringing, 
while also exploring her journey in grieving over her 
mother’s sudden death. For those who enjoyed the 
essays and memoirs of Mindy Kaling. 
 

— Jillian Aschliman, Director 

 
 

John Quincy Adams: Militant Spirit (James Traub, 
973.5509 TR) 
 
The United States Ambassador to four countries, State 
House Representative, State Senator, U.S. Senator, Sec-
retary of State, President, then U.S. Congressman, and 
ardent abolitionist, John Quincy Adams was a remarka-
ble man. I found this title thorough and enriching. I was 
sad to have it end. 
 

— Crystal Kehoe, Information Services 

 

American Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures of North 
America (Colin Woodard; although this title is not available through the Riv-
erShare Library System, if you are a Bettendorf patron, we can try to obtain 

it through Interlibrary Loan) 
 
Woodard describes regional North American history 
from 1590 to 2010. The regional variations de-
scribed in his narrative provide insight into why we 
Americans might have had (and might be having) 
difficulty agreeing on solutions to challenges. 
 

— David Pratt, Library Board of Trustees 
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This Very Tree: A Story of 9/11, Resilience, and Regrowth (Sean Rubin; 

available through RiverShare Libraries) 

A beautifully illustrated story about a tree that 

stands again where the towers fell. The story is a 

dedication to those who survived, had to recover, 

and build again. It does a good job tackling a 

tough subject, and I found myself thinking back 

to that day. It handles this subject with gentle 

nature of a long recovery… and yes, I did cry over 

this little tree! 

 

I read this around the 20th anniversary of the 

attacks.  

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 

Seeing Ghosts (Kat Chow, BIOG CHOW) 
 
This is just a sweet, sweet read about how Kat and 
her sisters grew up with parents who were immi-
grants. It's about family, loss, and grief. I lost a parent 
at a young age, and I have one that is from another 
country, so it was interesting to see the similarities 
between Kat's family and mine. But even if you don't 
have any experience with these things, it's just a real-
ly good story about people and how our experiences 
follow us through life. And it doesn't matter where 
you come from.   
 
— Shannon Murcia, Technical and Circulation Services 
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The Diary of a Young Girl: The Definitive Edition (Anne Frank; edited by 

Otto H. Frank and Mirjam Pressler; translated by Susan Massotty; BIOG 

FRANK; also available in CD Book format; other editions are available in 

print, graphic, and DVD formats) 

I finished this and cried.  

Before you dismiss this book because you feel awkward reading a young 

girl’s diary, know that she was answering radio requests for people to 

document their experience during the war and her dream was to be a 

journalist. That is why each entry is so precisely worded and well de-

tailed.  

 

This reads all-too-modern in the year 2021. It was, 

at times, so difficult to continue reading. 

Anne was living through historical events with 

hardly any good news that surreally echoed our 

current time. It has been a journey... 

She writes so extraordinarily well, the details, the 

emotion is true and hers. At some point, you un-

derstand that she wrote this for you. She wrote 

this for everyone to be shared—she would have 

been a great journalist. And as you get closer and closer to the end, you 

know that that is the end. You can visually see the time she has left with 

each page turn. 

And in the end, the feeling is unfinished and unjust, which is why we 

must be better.  

 

Everyone must read this book in full and unedited edition. I recommend 

the definitive edition.  

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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The Storyteller: Tales of Life and Music (Dave Grohl, CDBOOK BIOG 

GROHL; also available in print and eBook formats) 

I listened to the audiobook and absolutely loved it. 

My only complaint is it was too short. I could have 

happily listened to Dave for days. What a wild ride! 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 

 

 
 

 

 

MOVIES and TELEVISION 
 

The Big Sick (directed by Michael Showalter, starring Kumail Nanjiani, Zoe 
Kazan, Ray Romano, and Holly Hunter, BLU-RAY COMEDY BIG; also availa-
ble in DVD format and as one of five movies included with Binge Box: 
Indie Love Stories, DVD BINGE INDIE) 

 
If you are looking for a unique, hilarious, believable 

romantic comedy, you have found it! This movie is 

based on the real-life romance of Kumail Nanjiani 

and Emily V. Gordon, who are the screenwriters for 

this script, and the cast is great, including Nanjiani as 

himself, Ray Romano, Zoe Kazan, and Holly Hunter.  

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
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Binge Box: 80’s Imagination Movies (DVD BINGE 80S) 

The new BINGE collection at BPL offers many interesting grouping of mov-

ies in one box. Friday Night movie night might include a bowl of popcorn 

and viewing of DVD BINGE 80S, which includes The Goonies (1985), Bee-

tlejuice (1988), Weird Science (1985), and Ghostbusters (1984). 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 

 

C. B. Strike: The Series (Brontë Film and Television for BBC and Cinemax, 

DVD TV CB; source material for the series may be found in print, CD Book, 

and Playaway formats) 

Three crime novels brought to the TV screen. As Robert Galbraith, J. K. 

Rowling writes the Cormoran Strike series. So far, five books have been 

published, the shortest being 455 pages long! This 

DVD set faithfully brings the first three, The Cuck-

oo’s Calling, The Silkworm, and Career of Evil, to 

your home in three hours! While obviously con-

densed, the episodes do a good job bringing the 

stories to life. Prior to watching the DVD, I listened 

to the first four using the Playaway format 

(PLAYAWAY MYS GALB), which I also recommend.  

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 

 

The Green Knight (written and directed by David 

Lowery, starring Dev Patel and Alicia Vikander, 

DVD ACTION GREEN; also available in Blu-Ray 

format; print versions of the source material are 

also available) 

Absolutely stunning interpretation of the Arthurian 
tale. 

 

— Jillian Aschliman, Director 
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The Hitman’s Wife’s Bodyguard (directed by Patrick 

Hughes, starring Selma Hayek, Ryan Reynolds and 

Antonio Banderas, BLU-RAY ACTION HITMANS; 

also available in DVD format) 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 

 

 

Kajillionaire (directed by 

Miranda July, starring Evan Rachel Wood, Debra 

Winger, Gina Rodriguez, and Richard Jenkins, DVD 

COMEDY KAJILLIONAIRE) 

If you’ve ever seen a Miranda July movie, then you 
won’t be surprised by how strange and unique this 
film is.  
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 

 

Nature. Australian Bushfire Rescue (Wildbear Entertainment and Thirteen 

Productions for PBS Distribution, DVD 634.9618 NA) 

An estimated one billion animals died in the horrific Australian bushfires 

last year. Through the help of tireless volunteers 

working to rescue the remains of their once-

flourishing environment, stories of animal and 

human resilience have emerged. Rising from the 

ashes, animal survivors begin their challenging 

journey back to a wild existence (catalog sum-

mary). So very moving. I wanted to jump on a 

plane and go help these animals and volunteers! 

Not graphically gruesome for shock and awe, but a 

simple, straightforward reporting of conditions, 

decisions, and plans for an even hotter future. 

Brings the effects of climate change into focus. 53 minutes. 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 
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News Of The World (directed by Paul Greengrass, 

starring Tom Hanks, BLU-RAY WESTERN NEWS; also 

available in DVD format; the film’s source material, 

the novel by the same name, is by Paulette Jiles, FIC 

JILES) 

  
— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 

 

 

Nomadland (directed by Chloe Zhao, starring Frances McDormand, BLU-
RAY DRAMA NOMADLAND; source material available under 331.3 BR) 

 
A really stunning film, both visually and emotional-
ly. Frances McDormand depicts Fern, an itinerant 
van-dweller whose life was upended by the Great 
Recession. Based on the 2017 book Nomadland: 
Surviving America in the Twenty-First Century by 
Jessica Bruder. 

  
— David Otten, Information Services 

 

 

The Norm Show (starring Norm Macdonald and 

Laurie Metcalf; although this series is not avail-

able through the RiverShare Library System, if 

you are a Bettendorf patron, we can try to ob-

tain the DVDs through Interlibrary Loan) 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 
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Rowan and Martin’s Laugh-In (starring an ensemble cast, including Dan 

Rowan, Dick Martin, Goldie Hawn, Lily Tomlin, and Judy Carne; the first 

season is available through RiverShare Libraries, and Bettendorf patrons 

may request additional seasons from libraries out-

side the system through Interlibrary Loan) 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Sheldon (starring Iain Armitage and Jim Par-

sons, DVD TV YOUNG) 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 

 

 

 

  

MUSIC and SPOKEN WORD 
 

Promises (Floating Points, CD JAZZ/BLUES FLOATING) 
 
Collaboration with jazz legend Pharoah 
Sanders explores jazz, ambient, and elec-
tronic music.  

— David Otten, Information Services 
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 Nah und Fern = Near and Far (Gas, CD ROCK/POPULAR GAS) 

 
A boxed set of four albums by Wolfgang 
Voigt, who records as Gas.  Wonderfully lo-
fi, this is ambient techno music to keep you 
company on a car ride, whether short 
(near) or long (far).  Fun Fact: All of the 
songs in the boxed set are “Untitled.” 
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 

 
 
 

Me Doing Standup (Norm MacDonald, 

available through RiverShare Libraries) 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 

 

 
 
 
 
 
We Like It Here (Snarky Puppy, CD JAZZ/BLUES SNARKY) 

 
Don't let the band name scare you off; this 
new(ish) jazz album is an absolute jam. 
The live recordings of these same songs 
are available on YouTube, and they really 
highlight how skilled these musicians are. 

 
— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
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Have a Goodreads account? So do we! 

Find ours using the link below. Follow 

us for staff recommendations year 

round!  

bit.ly/BPLgoodreads    
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Do you have a favorite author you 

would like to share with our patrons? 

The Bettendorf Public Library’s Adopt 

An Author program lets you sponsor 

the purchase of one copy of each title 

published by your adopted author for 

one calendar year. You will purchase 

the books at cost—usually a 40% dis-

count. You may renew from year to 

year if you wish. 

By adopting an author, you get to be 

the first to check out your author’s 

books. Each adopted book will have a bookplate with your name to recog-

nize your sponsorship. 

If you are interested in adopting an author, please see one of the librarians 

at the Information Desk. Please note that adopted authors must meet the 

selection criteria of the Library’s Collection Development Policy. 

Our currently adopted authors include: 

 

Laurien Berenson 
James Lee Burke  
Jennifer Chiaverini 
Lee Child 
Genevieve Cogman 
Krista Davis 
Barbara Delinsky 
Rivka Galchen 
Kristin Hannah 

Amy Hatvany 
Helena Hunting 
Jonathan Kellerman 
Beth Kendrick 
Sue Monk Kidd 
Dean Koontz 
Hilary Mantel 
G.A. McKevett 
Amy Patricia Meade 

Jo Nesbø 
James Patterson 
Louise Penny 
Ian Rankin 
Jason Reynolds 
Barbara Ross 
Denise Swanson 
Jacqueline Winspear 
Stuart Woods 


