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FICTION 
 
Leave the World Behind (Rumaan Alam, FIC ALAM; also available in CD 
Book, eBook, and eAudiobook formats) 
 
Shortly after Amanda, Clay, and their two children 
begin a week-long vacation in a Long Island rental, 
the owners of the house, G.H. and Ruth, appear at 
the door. There’s been a blackout in the city, and 
Ruth and G.H. are hoping to shelter in their home for 
the night. By morning, phone, television, and internet 
services have been lost. The only source of infor-
mation the house’s residents have is that provided by 
their senses, but what their eyes and ears perceive is 
disturbing and inexplicable.  
 
This audiobook was unsettling, to the point where there were moments I 
thought I wouldn’t be able to go on, but Alam’s beautifully written depiction 
of an all-too-plausible disaster, along with Marin Ireland’s narration, kept 
me listening. A favorite sentence: “The world operated according to logic, 
but the logic had been evolving for some time, and now they had to reckon 
with that.” 
 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 
 
 
Squire (Sara Alfageeh and Nadia Shammas, YA GRAPHIC AL) 

 
Aiza wants to become a knight and citizen to the em-
pire, but as she uncovers more information about the 
empire, she feels unsure if she should be loyal to the 
empire or to her heritage.  
 
It is so easy to get absorbed in this book—world 
building, friend and rival characters, and a mystery to 
unravel.  The art is well crafted, and I especially en-
joyed the design of the characters and their outfits! 
Fantastic and satisfying read. 
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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Amari and the Night Brothers (B.B. Alston, JSF/FAN 
ALST; also available in eBook format)  
 

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dead Silence (S.A. Barnes, SF/FAN BARN) 
 

— Haley Dziuk, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Find Fergus (Mike Boldt, Juvenile Picture Book 
BRIDGE TO READING 8 – MORE TO EXPLORE) 
 
Fergus isn’t very good at hiding . . . at least at 
first. This is a unique look-and-find book. 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
 
 
 
 

Slewfoot (Brom, FIC BROM) 
 

— Haley Dziuk, Circulation Services 
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From Below (Darcey Coates, FIC COAT) 
 
A ship sinks for an unknown reason ninety years ago. Cryptic distress calls 
were received, but no one was able to be saved. Presently, a team of divers 
and film makers visit the wreck site to explore the remains of the Arcadia. 
 
There is so much atmospheric foreboding and fore-
shadowing in this book! There's something haunting 
(literally and figuratively speaking) around every cor-
ner.  And, just when you think the story is coming to a 
close, there is a little twist near the end that keeps you 
turning pages well past your bedtime (if you are me, 
that is). 
 
This book stuck with me and found its way into my 
thoughts and dreams.  
 
Let's just say I am never, ever scuba diving. 
 

— April Crowder, Information Services 
 

— Haley Dziuk, Circulation Services 
 

 
Beard in a Box (Bill Cotter, Juvenile Picture Book 16 – YOU AND ME) 

 
This picture book about a boy who wishes 
to have a beard like his dad is both uproari-
ously funny and an adorable explanation for 
what really makes someone awesome. 

 
— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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The Suicide House (Charlie Donlea, CDBOOK FIC DONL; also available in 
eAudiobook format; print format available through RiverShare Libraries) 
 
Publisher summary: “A chilling murder in a prestig-
ious prep school is at the heart of this riveting new 
novel from acclaimed author Charlie Donlea, featur-
ing forensic reconstructionist Rory Moore and her 
psychologist partner, Lane Phillips. Inside the walls 
of Indiana’s elite Westmont Preparatory High 
School, expectations run high and rules are strictly 
enforced. But in the woods beyond the manicured 
campus and playing fields sits an abandoned board-
ing house that is infamous among Westmont’s stu-
dents as a late-night hangout. Here, only one rule 
applies: don’t let your candle go out unless you want the Man in the Mirror 
to find you. . . . One year ago, two students were killed there in a grisly 
slaughter. The case has since become the focus of a hit podcast, The Sui-
cide House. Though a teacher was convicted of the murders, mysteries and 
questions remain. The most urgent among them is why so many students 
who survived that horrific night have returned to the boarding house to kill 
themselves. Rory, an expert in reconstructing cold cases, is working on The 
Suicide House podcast with Lane, recreating the night of the killings in or-
der to find answers that have eluded the school, the town, and the police. 
But the more they learn about the troubled students, the chillingly stoic 
culprit, and a dangerous game gone tragically wrong, the more convinced 
they become that something sinister is still happening. Inside Westmont 
Prep, the game hasn’t ended. It thrives on secrecy and silence. And for its 
players, there may be no way to win or to survive. . . .” 
 
I picked up this book, intrigued by the summary, and was instantly drawn 
in. This book is part of a series using the same characters, though each 
book is written to stand alone. I look forward to reading more from this 
author. 

— Heather Gibbs, Circulation Services 
 

 
Vita Nostra (Marina and Sergey Dyachenko, trans-
lated by Julia Meitov Hersey, SF/FAN DYAC) 
 

— Carina Mulcrone, Technical Services 
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The Sentence (Louise Erdrich, FIC ERDR; also available 
in Large Print, CD Book, and eBook formats) 
 
Tookie, a previously incarcerated Ojibwe woman, lands 
a job at a small independent bookstore. The store’s 
most annoying customer, Flora, dies on All Souls Day 
but still haunts the store. For a year, Tookie tries to 
uncover the mystery of Flora’s haunting while also reel-
ing from the anger, grief, and isolation of the events of 
2020 in Minnesota. Despite having to re-live an incredi-
bly stressful and horrific time in recent American histo-
ry, Erdrich beautifully blends magic realism, humor, and the power of love 
and redemption, as well as a love letter to books, into a compelling story.  

 
— Jillian Aschliman, Director 

 
All Good People Here (Ashley Flowers with Alex Ki-
ester, MYS FLOW; also available in eAudiobook for-
mat) 
 
For readers who enjoy twists and turns. Find out if you 
are able to determine who killed January Jacobs.  
 

— Tina Medina, Circulation Services 
 

Ross Poldark: A Novel of Cornwall, 1783-1787 (Winston Graham, FIC GRAH; 
also available in eBook format; all five seasons of the most recent televi-
sion adaptation of the Poldark novels are shelved under DVD TV POLDARK) 
 
At the beginning of the 12-book Poldark saga, one of my all-time favorite 
historical fiction series, Captain Ross Poldark returns home to Cornwall in 
1783 after fighting in the American Revolutionary War. His father is dead, his 
land is neglected and his childhood sweetheart is newly engaged to another 
man. As Ross begins to navigate the new realities at 
home, readers are immersed in the stunning seaside 
landscape Winston Graham has brought to life. There 
are villains and heroes, moments both tragic and comic, 
memorable characters in complex relationships, love, 
war, life and death. I have treasured these stories and 
the characters in them, and know that I will return to 
them again and again. 
 

— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 
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The Midnight Library (Matt Haig, FIC HAIG; also available in Large Print, 
CD Book, Playaway, eBook, and eAudiobook formats) 

 
A moving and strangely comforting reflection on how 
we live and make decisions in our lives. 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monkey and Duck Quack Up (Jennifer Hamburg; illustrated by Edwin Foth-
eringham; Juvenile Picture Book 1 – ANIMAL FRIENDS) 
 
Monkey wants to win a rhyming contest, 
but all duck can say is “Quack.” How will 
this hilarious duo solve their dilemma? Try 
not to “quack” up reading this one. 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
 
 
 
 
 
The Love Hypothesis (Ali Hazelwood, ROM HAZE; also available in eBook, 
and eAudiobook formats) 

 
STEM + Romance = A STEMinist must-read novel! 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



9 

People We Meet on Vacation (Emily Henry, ROM HENR; also available in 
Large Print and eAudiobook formats) 
 
Light summer read. A fun (if predictable) romance 
spanning years of friendship and travel.  
 

— Terri Law, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Slough House series (Mick Herron, FIC HERR; Bettendorf Public Library has 
the first book of the series, Slow Horses, in print, eBook, and eAudiobook 
formats, and other books in the series in eBook format; check other River-
Share libraries for availability of additional formats) 
  
This series of books features a group of cast-off British spies, exiled to a 
dead-end department, pejoratively called Slough House. This team of re-
jected spies, led by the hilariously profane Jackson Lamb, are supposed to 

be metaphorically chained to their desks until they 
retire, or quit from boredom, yet somehow they 
always find themselves at the center of the action. 
Herron's wit, clever word play, and vivid characters 
are enough on their own to make these books mas-
sively entertaining. But the tightly wound cracker-
jack plots really keep the pages turning. I decided to 
read the first book in the series after watching the 
television adaptation on Apple TV+. I then read the 
next seven books. I couldn't put them down.  
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
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The Blue Bistro (Elin Hilderbrand, FIC HILD; also available in eBook format) 
 
2022 has been a year of escapist reads for me, and the 
queen bee of these in my realm is the almighty beach 
read. Elin Hilderbrand is a true master of all things sum-
mer. Her titles are fun, often frivolous, and always fan-
tastically gossipy. I had never given Nantucket Island 
much thought until I binge-read almost every Hilder-
brand title ever published over the past few years, and 
now Nantucket is on my bucket list of to-visit vacation 
locales.  
  
Picking a favorite from the sizable Hilderbrand collection 

is quite a challenge, but if pressed, The Blue Bistro ranks right at the top. Her 
peek inside the restaurant industry on Nantucket is part Hallmark movie, 
part healthy dash of Kitchen Confidential.  
 

— Karly Lyle, Information Services 
 
 
Knockout (K. A. Holt, JFIC HOLT) 
 
Levi is medically vulnerable, but more than that, he’s a 
regular kid. To compensate for his small physical stat-
ure, Levi is the class clown. His mom and brother are 
understandably overprotective. When his somewhat 
clueless dad—divorced from his mom—suggests he 
take up a sport (like that’s ever going to happen), Levi 
falls in love with boxing. Boxing? Seriously? Yep. But 
how can he tell his mom about boxing when she 
thinks he’s been at Chess Club this whole time? And 
how can he convince his family to set him free? The novel in verse is highly 
recommended for reluctant readers, but it’s a great story for any reader. 
 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 
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Verity (Colleen Hoover, FIC HOOV; also available in Large Print, Playaway, 
and eBook formats) 
 
This book and Playaway (yup . . . I'm one of those 
people who listens and reads—you can't always have 
a book in-hand!) was hard to put down. Hoover keeps 
you wanting to turn the page to see what will happen 
to the main characters. Jeremy Crawford, the hus-
band of bestselling author Verity Crawford, hires au-
thor Lowen Ashleigh to complete a series of books 
that Verity started before being injured. Can't say too 
much more, or it will become a spoiler alert! 
 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, And the Mountains Echoed 
(Khaled Hosseini, FIC HOSS; all three books are available in multiple for-
mats; The Kite Runner is also available as a graphic novel, a book discus-
sion kit, and a film adaptation) 

 
I read these books years ago, and they greatly im-
pacted me.  Most of what I had known of Afghani-
stan and its people came only from my American 
perspective. Through brilliant and emotional stories, 
this author allowed me to gain a new and bigger per-
spective, bringing the history and turmoil of the last 
fifty years of war in Afghanistan to my attention and 
forcing me to look past Afghanistan as a country with 
which we have been at war, to see the effect of dec-
ades of unrest on the individual, the families, and 
their society. These books have reshaped my under-
standing of the soldiers—men who have grown up 

through invasions by the USSR and the USA, and who were ruled by Al-
Qaida, the Taliban, and NATO troops—men who for the last fifty years have 
never known anything different than unrest and war.  All three books were 
raw and real and sometimes difficult to read, but they forced me to look at 
and consider the lives of the Afghani people from their perspective. Highly 
recommended. 
 

— Terri Law, Circulation Services 
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Klara and the Sun (Kazuo Ishiguro, FIC ISHI; also available in Large Print 
and eBook formats) 

  
I was still trying to piece together the near-future 
world that Ishiguro creates in this novel, when the 
ending came along and knocked me over emotionally. 
This story flips the typical AI dystopia around—it’s not 
humanity that needs to fear rogue sentient AI, but 
rather sentient (and sensitive) AI’s that should fear our 
treatment of them.   
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 
 
 

 
Never Let Me Go (Kazuo Ishiguro, FIC ISHI; also avail-
able in Large Print format; the movie adaptation is 
available in DVD format) 
 

— Carina Mulcrone, Technical Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stuck (Oliver Jeffers, Juvenile Picture Book 5 – FAVORITE AUTHORS) 

 
If you haven’t read this classic by the author of The 
Day the Crayons Quit, you’re missing out. It will 
make children and adults alike laugh out loud. 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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We Dream of Space (Erin Entrada Kelly, NEWBERY JFIC KELL HONOR 
BOOK; also available in eBook format) 

 
We meet siblings Cash, Fitch, and Birdie in 1986, as 
the country waits expectantly for the launch of the 
Space Shuttle Challenger.  Cash is repeating seventh 
grade and may do so yet again. Fitch spends every 
afternoon playing at the arcade and struggles to con-
trol angry outbursts. And Bird, Fitch’s serious and 
smart twelve-year-old twin, dreams of being NASA's 
first female shuttle commander. The Thomas chil-
dren exist in their own orbits, circling a tense and 
unpredictable household, with little in common ex-
cept an enthusiastic science teacher. The disaster of 

the Challenger launch changes the sibling dynamic in an honest and com-
pelling way. Recommended for readers 4th grade and up. 
 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 
 
 
 
Sunflower Sisters (Martha Hall Kelly, FIC KELL; also available in Large 
Print, Playaway, eBook, and eAudiobook formats; Sunflower Sisters is the 
third book in a series, following Lilac Girls and Lost Roses) 
 
A fabulous read for me. Definitely my favorite of the three books so far in 
this series. While historical fiction is generally my go-to genre of choice, this 
particular Civil War era is my favorite. 
 
In Lilac Girls I didn't particularly LIKE any of the char-
acters, but in Sunflower Sisters they were almost all 
likable, and even the nasty Anne-May, while not lika-
ble, was an interesting and fun character to despise. 
 

— Chris Little, Circulation Services 
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Fairy Tale (Stephen King, FIC KING; also available in Large Print, Spanish, 
and eBook formats, as well as CD Book, Playaway, and eAudiobook ver-
sions, all read by Seth Numrich) 

  
This dark fantasy was engaging, thrilling, and most of 
all entertaining.  The author said he wrote this book 
during the early days of the pandemic to make himself 
happy.  Well done—it made me happy too!  I listened 
to it on audiobook and even at 24 hours I was not real-
ly ready for it to end. 
 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 
 
 
 

 
Babel, or the Necessity of Violence: An Arcane History of the Oxford Trans-
lators' Revolution (R.F. Kuang, SF/FAN KUAN) 
 
I had high expectations for this book, and it still blew 
me away. It touches on identity and friendship and se-
cret societies and doing what you believe to be right, 
but at its core it is simultaneously a love letter and a 
hate letter to academia. It takes an in-depth look at 
colonialism and etymology, exploring the power of lan-
guage and everything that gets lost in translation. And 
R.F. Kuang does a brilliant job of making the story, and 
the themes, accessible to her readers. It’s one you’ll 
think about long after turning the last page. 
 

— Amanda Blanche, Circulation Services 
 
 
Grey Bees (Andrey Kurkov, translated by Boris Dralyuk, FIC KURK) 
 
In 2017, Little Starhorodivka, a tiny village in eastern Ukraine’s gray zone, is 
home to just two remaining people, Sergey Sergeyich and his neighbor—
and frenemy—Pashka. Sergeyich and Pashka both spend their days trying to 
maintain their supplies of food and coal while living in an atmosphere that 
alternates between unnerving silence and periodic shooting from the 
Ukrainian troops and pro-Russian separatists flanking the gray zone.  
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Sergeyich also tends to his six hives of bees. Early in 
the story, he decides that if the war lasts until spring, 
he will take the bees away from the fighting. Most of 
Grey Bees concerns the trip Sergeyich and his bees 
make through a relatively less war-torn part of the 
country, but Sergeyich finds himself unable to escape 
the chaos and destruction that attend the war, and he 
sees how it affects everyone he meets during his trav-
els. 
 
Kurkov, an ethnic Russian who writes in Russian but 
describes himself as Ukrainian, has said that in the 
wake of the February 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine, he finds he can no 
longer write fiction. He and his family continue to live, hidden, in Ukraine, 
and Kurkov both reports on daily life there and advocates for support for 
his country. His Diary of an Invasion will publish in April 2023 and is sure to 
be an important piece of history. Grey Bees portrays a piece of history too, 
one that’s from not long ago, yet belongs to another time. 
 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 
 
 
Beetle & the Hollowbones (Aliza Layne, JGRAPHIC LA)  
 
Beetle, a goblin, has ambitions to become a great magic user, but she is 
disappointed to find that she’s only good at goblin magic. She runs into a 

previous friend who has some fantastic magic and has 
become rather popular since they last met. They re-
connect and find that their friendship may be tested 
by authority figures, a mall ghost mystery, and a 
chance at love. 
 
I really love the style, color palette, character design, 
expressions, and world building in this graphic novel! 
It’s obvious that a lot of time and care went into this 
entire creation! Everything is very thoughtfully done 
and generally really creative AND FUN! It’s something 
you can fall in love with right away, which is great 
considering it is a short graphic novel. 

 
— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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What I Carry (Jennifer Longo, YA FIC LONG) 
 

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sea of Tranquility (Emily St. John Mandel, FIC MAND; also available in CD 
Book, Playaway, and eAudiobook formats) 
 
In a book that begins in the early 20th century and has sections that leap 
one hundred, then three hundred, then almost five hundred years into the 
future, Emily St. John Mandel again demonstrates her special talent for 
creating imaginary times and places that feel distinctly 
real. One of Sea of Tranquility's subjects is reality it-
self. If it's disturbing (in a good way) to read about a 
character who has written a pandemic novel (much 
like Mandel wrote Station Eleven), and who, during a 
book tour in the year 2203, casually chats about a 
new virus with a cabdriver, then it's a measure of how 
well Mandel treads the line between the world of the 
novel and the world of the writer and reader. A mys-
terious and thought-provoking book that feels like an 
intricate puzzle. 
 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 
 

 
Fluffy McWhiskers: Cuteness Explosion 
(Explosions by Stephen W. Martin; Cuteness 
by Dan Tavis; Juvenile Picture Book 1 – ANI-
MAL FRIENDS) 
 
A picture book for those with a fondness for 
cute animals and a morbid sense of humor. 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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Wrong Place, Wrong Time (Gillian McAllister, FIC MCAL; also available in 
CD Book, eBook, and eAudiobook formats) 
 
At Day Zero, just before Halloween, Jen and her hus-
band witness a murder committed by their seventeen-
year-old son. As the story unravels back through the 
days and years leading to the crime, Jen must piece 
together the details that propelled her beloved family 
to such a tragic outcome. The characters are well-
developed, and I was deeply invested in their lives, 
especially Jen's, as she questions her marriage, her role 
as a mother, and her place in the world. At times philo-
sophical and others fast-paced and full of twists, this 
puzzle of a story kept me guessing and emotionally 
involved until the end. 
 

— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 
 
Mamo (Sas Milledge, YA GRAPHIC MI) 

 
Witches, curses, and fey! (Oh my!) 
 
After the ghost of a witch creates unrest in the town, 
the witch’s granddaughter returns to deal with the 
curse, but can she do it alone?  
 
The art is stunning! Absolute eye candy!  
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
 
 

Chester Van Chime Who Forgot How to Rhyme (Avery Monsen; illustrated 
by Abby Hanlon; Juvenile Picture Book 7 – LET’S LEARN) 
 
The fastest way to get a child to give you the right 
answer is to give them the wrong one so they have 
to correct you. This book gives lots of opportunities 
for just that. 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
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The Golden Enclaves (Naomi Novik, SF/FAN NOVI; this 
title is the third in the Scholomance series, following A 
Deadly Education and The Last Graduate) 
  
It wouldn’t be an end-of-the-year favorites list without 
a title by Novik.  This conclusion to the Scholomance 
series was an edge-of-the-seat rush, and I’m very sad to 
say goodbye to these characters. 
 

— Maria Levetzow, Information Services 
 
 
The Thursday Murder Club Mysteries (Richard Osman, MYS OSMA; check 
the catalog for additional formats) 
 

1. The Thursday Murder Club 
2. The Man Who Died Twice  
3. The Bullet That Missed  

 
This cozy mystery series, set in a retirement community in the English coun-
tryside, follows a lovable cast of four septuagenarians as they meet every 
Thursday to solve murder cases. The stories are lighthearted, witty and 
sweet, but also tackle deeper issues, such as the effects of dementia on mar-
ried couples. They are also laugh-out-loud hilarious, especially Joyce's diary 
entries. The fourth book in the series will be published in September 2023. 

 
— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 

 
Osman covers all the bases (funny, bittersweet, complex 
plots and fascinating characters) in these mysteries set 
in a retirement village in England.  The third is also out, 
but I haven’t had a free weekend to submerge myself in 
it yet. I’m very much looking forward to it. 
 

— Maria Levetzow, Information Services 
 

This entire series is a delight.  These books follow a group of friends who live 
in a retirement village and meet up once a week to investigate unsolved mur-
ders.  I love the humor, the characters, and just the overall sense of fun.  The 
Bullet That Missed is my current favorite of the series, but I eagerly await #4! 
 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 
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Where the Crawdads Sing (Delia Owens, FIC OWEN; 
also available in Large Print, CD Book, Playaway, 
eBook, and eAudiobook formats; the movie adapta-
tion is available in DVD and Blu-Ray formats) 
 

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
 
 

Behind Closed Doors (B.A. Paris, FIC PARI; also available in Large Print, 
eBook, and eAudiobook formats) 
 
Reviews on this book are all over the place, but I per-
sonally loved it. Implausible and improbable? Abso-
lutely. But it's fiction, people. And, frankly, abuse, 
both psychological and physical, is a real thing. Yes, 
this is absolutely to the extreme, but oh my goodness, 
what a nail-biting story!  
 

— Chris Little, Circulation Services 
 
 
The Magnificent Lives of Marjorie Post (Allison Pataki, FIC PATA; also 
available in Large Print, eBook, and eAudiobook formats) 
 

I had never heard of Marjorie Merriweather Post, but 
I found her life story, expertly rendered as historical 
fiction by Pataki, fascinating and inspiring. Marjorie 
was an indomitable woman with tireless energy and 
passion that she devoted to many causes throughout 
the early twentieth century. Married and divorced 
four times, mother of two children and the daughter 
of the infamous cereal inventor, C.W. Post, Marjorie 
was a philanthropist, art collector, supreme hostess, 
and shrewd businesswoman. She welcomed presi-
dents and first ladies into her homes; funded and built 
the Mar-a-Lago mansion in Palm Beach, Florida; Camp 

Topridge in the Adirondacks; and the Hillwood estate in Washington, D.C. 
She served on the board of Post Foods and had the foresight to purchase 
Birds Eye frozen foods, forever changing the way Americans prepared and 
stored their food. 
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Although Marjorie admitted to enjoying the finer things in life, she also 
used her vast wealth to benefit those less fortunate by building wartime 
hospitals, soup kitchens, and homeless shelters in New York City. I love 
how Pataki captures Marjorie’s seemingly unbreakable spirit and generous 
and ethical nature. Even though she faced constant public scrutiny, posi-
tive and negative, Marjorie always rose from the darkest periods of her life 
to tackle a new project that would benefit others. 
 

— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 
 
 
Here in the Real World (Sara Pennypacker, JFIC PENN; also available in 
eAudiobook format) 
 
With his parents working double shifts so they can 
buy their rented house, Ware has great plans for his 
summer: being left alone to pursue his interest—
knights in the Middle Ages. Ware’s parents, however, 
have enrolled him in the local recreation center’s 
summer camp. They hope “Social Interaction with 
Normal Kids” will propel Ware out of “his own 
world.” At an abandoned church next to the recrea-
tion center, Ware meets Jolene, a tough, cynical girl 
who is trying to plant a garden. Soon, Ware is not 
attending camp and goes to the church, not to inter-
act with Jolene but to create his own “castle” amidst the church rubble. 
Jolene and Ware learn that their space, their haven from the situations 
they live in, is to be auctioned for development. Can they save their space, 
or must they accept what the “real world” has in store? Recommended for 
readers 4th grade and up. 
 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 
 
 
 
Forward Me Back to You (Mitali Perkins, YA FIC 
PERK) 
 

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 
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The Diamond Eye: A Novel (Kate Quinn, FIC QUIN; also available in CD 
Book, Playaway, eBook, and eAudiobook formats) 
 
Mila Pavlichenko’s journey from history student and 
mother to sniper and national hero is beautifully 
written by Kate Quinn in this utterly absorbing novel. 
Historical fiction that revolves around real people has 
become a new appeal for me. Kate Quinn writes the 
best of the best in this genre, and they are always well
-researched. You will be blown away that Mila 
Pavlichenko’s story was not in our history books. 
 
An American hero? No, not technically, but in a round-
about way she was. 
 

— Chris Little, Circulation Services 
 
 
A Game of Fox and Squirrels (Jenn Reese, JSF/FAN REES) 

 
Sam and her older sister Caitlin have been sent to 
live with Aunt Vicky and her wife in a state away 
from home. Caitlin embraces their move, but Sam 
has a harder time adjusting. Aunt Vicky has an old 
card game (Fox & Squirrels) that she gives to Sam. In 
this book of fantasy, the characters in the card game 
become real. The fox promises to return Sam and 
her sister to their parents, but only if she follows his 
instructions. The instructions become increasingly 
alarming and harmful. What would you do to return 
to the home you knew best? Recommended for 
readers 5th grade and up. 

 
— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 
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 Best Day Ever (Kaira Rouda, FIC ROUD; also available in Large Print for-
mat) 
 
Publisher summary: “Paul Strom has the perfect life: 
a glittering career as an advertising executive, a 
beautiful wife, two healthy boys, and a big house in 
a wealthy suburb. And he's the perfect husband: 
breadwinner, protector, provider. That's why he's 
planned a romantic weekend for his wife, Mia, at 
their lake house, just the two of them. It will be the 
best day ever. But as Paul and Mia drive out of the 
city and into the countryside, a spike of tension be-
gins to wedge itself between them. How perfect is 
any marriage, really? How much do they trust each 
other? Is Paul the person he seems to be? And what 
are his secret plans for the cottage weekend? Forcing us to ask ourselves 
just how well we know those who are closest to us, this story crackles with 
dark energy spinning ever tighter towards its shocking conclusion.” 
 
This story is told from a single point of view, but are they reliable? Read to 
find out. 

— Heather Gibbs, Circulation Services 
 
 

One Day All This Will Be Yours (Adrian Tchaikovsky, SF/FAN TCHA) 
 

Publisher summary: “Nobody remembers how the 
Causality War started. Really, there’s no-one to 
remember, and nothing for them to remember if 
there were; that’s sort of the point. We were time 
warriors, and we broke time. I was the one who 
ended it. Ended the fighting, tidied up the damage 
as much as I could. Then I came here, to the end of 
it all, and gave myself a mission: to never let it 
happen again.” 
 
I admit the cover image is what made me check 

this out. Why is there a velociraptor on the cover that is not mentioned AT 
ALL in the summary? I had to find out, and I am glad I took a chance. 
 

— Heather Gibbs, Circulation Services 
 



23 

The Hate U Give (Angie Thomas, YA FIC THOM; 
also available in Playaway, eBook, and eAudio-
book formats; the movie adaptation is available in 
DVD and Blu-Ray formats) 
 

— Marissa Dyer, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lincoln Highway (Amor Towles, FIC TOWL; also available in Large 
Print, CD Book, Playaway, eBook, and eAudiobook formats) 
 
Publisher summary: “The bestselling author of A Gentleman in Moscow 
and Rules of Civility and master of absorbing, sophisticated fiction returns 
with a stylish and propulsive novel set in 1950s America In June, 1954, 
eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the 
warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen 
months for involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father 
recently deceased, and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Em-
mett's intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother, Billy, and head to 
California where they can start their lives anew. But when the warden 
drives away, Emmett discovers that two friends 
from the work farm have hidden themselves in the 
trunk of the warden's car. Together, they have 
hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett's 
future, one that will take them all on a fateful jour-
ney in the opposite direction-to the City of New 
York. Spanning just ten days and told from multiple 
points of view, Towles's third novel will satisfy fans 
of his multi-layered literary styling while providing 
them an array of new and richly imagined settings, 
characters, and themes.” 
  
It seems like Amor Towles can do no wrong.  Another engaging historical 
fiction tale woven together with lively characters.  Excellent!   
  

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
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Indranan War Trilogy (K.B. Wagers, SF/FAN WAGE) 
 

1. Behind the Throne 
2. After the Crown 
3. Beyond the Empire 

  
This is action-packed space opera at its best. Hail Bris-
tol ran away from home and her inheritance as a 
Princess of Indrana at a young age. After changing her 
appearance, she became a fearsome gunrunner un-
der an assumed name. But at home her mother, the 
Empress of the Indranan Empire, has been fighting off 
coups and grieving the loss of her other daughters. 
Now Hail, her only heir, must unravel the mysterious 
threat who wants to take apart the Empire from with-
in. A great trilogy that allows the heroine to fulfill 
both tropes of the wily space pirate and the chosen 
one. Plus there is a sequel trilogy as well! 

 
— John Gillette, Youth Services 

 
The Lifeguards (Amanda Eyre Ward, FIC WARD; also 
available in Large Print format) 
 
Whitney, Eliza, and Annette have created an idyllic 
friendship as three mothers, each with a fifteen-year-
old son.  Everything seems great on the surface—it's 
what lies quietly underneath that causes problems.  
Mystery, suspicious death, drugs, and deep psychosis 
are all parts to this intriguing story.  Does the friendship 
survive? Is everyone alive at the end? Read and see! 

 
— April Crowder, Information Services 

 
 
Last House on Needless Street (Catriona Ward, FIC 
WARD) 
 

— Haley Dziuk, Circulation Services 
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They All Saw a Cat (Brendan Wenzel, CALDECOTT HONOR BOOK) 
 
This book combines art styles to demon-
strate different perspectives of the same 
thing—in this case, a cat. 
 

— Christine Garrow, Youth Services 
 
 
 
 
Harlem Shuffle (Colson Whitehead, FIC WHIT; also available in also avail-
able in Large Print, CD Book, Playaway, eBook, and eAudiobook formats) 

 
Publisher summary: “Ray Carney was only slightly 
bent when it came to being crooked. To his custom-
ers and neighbors on 125th street, Carney is an up-
standing salesman of reasonably priced furniture, 
making a decent life for himself and his family. Few 
people know he descends from a line of uptown 
hoods and crooks, and that his façade of normalcy 
has more than a few cracks in it. Cracks that are 
getting bigger all the time. Cash is tight, especially 
with all those installment-plan sofas, so if his cousin 
Freddie occasionally drops off the odd ring or neck-
lace, Ray doesn't ask where it comes from. Then 

Freddie falls in with a crew who plan to rob the Hotel Theresa, the 
'Waldorf of Harlem' and volunteers Ray's services as the fence. The heist 
doesn't go as planned; they rarely do. Now Ray has a new clientele, one 
made up of shady cops, vicious local gangsters, two-bit pornographers, 
and other assorted Harlem lowlifes.” 
 
I’ve read several books by Colson Whitehead.  Harlem Shuffle offers a 
snapshot of the Harlem of another time.  As with his other titles, the char-
acters come to life from the first page. Spectacular writing!   
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
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When the English Fall (David Williams, SF/FAN WILL) 
 
Publisher summary: “Seen through the diary of Jacob, 
an Amish farmer trying to protect his family and his 
way of life, the book examines the idea of peace in the 
face of deadly chaos when an Amish community in 
Pennsylvania is caught up in the devastating aftermath 
of a catastrophic solar storm and the subsequent col-
lapse of modern civilization.” 
 
This is a science fiction story for people who don’t read 
science fiction. My mom actually recommended this 
book to me, and for her, it was disturbing due to the 

potential for the situations described in this book to become reality. I read 
this book over four years ago and it stays in my thoughts even today.  
 

— Heather Gibbs, Circulation Services 
 
 
Interior Chinatown (Charles Yu, FIC YU; also available in Large Print format) 
 
Willis Wu is an actor. He’s just trying to make a living 
with the roles he’s able to get, bit parts like Back-
ground Oriental Male or Generic Asian Man. He hopes 
one day to be Kung Fu Guy. He lives above a Chinatown 
restaurant. Or is it a set for a police procedural called 
“Black and White”? The line that separates Willis’s 
work and home life is often unclear. 
 
This smart and unusual novel is about what it means to 
perform your life when your choices are limited. It’s 
also about immigrant stories, Taiwanese history, Amer-
ican history, and family. It’s about Chinatown, both as a 
place and as an idea of a place. It’s funny, heartrend-
ing, eye-opening, and all-around impressive. 
 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 
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Iron Widow (Xiran Jay Zhao, YA SF/FAN ZHAO; also available in eBook 
format) 
 
This book really blew me away, and I’ve been recommending it all year.  
 
Our character, Zetian, is coming of age and has decid-
ed to do something drastic! She seeks revenge by mur-
dering the Mech-pilot that killed her sister.  She is suc-
cessful, but finds that her situation becomes more 
complicated because she was able to manage and pi-
lot the mech herself.  
 
What I like about this book is the pacing—no time is 
wasted, and it seems like each scene teaches you 
something about the character, the world, or the plot! 
It is really a driving story, and I was completely en-
gaged throughout the entire book! 
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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NONFICTION 
 
Kent State: Four Dead in Ohio (Derf Backderf, GRAPHIC BA) 

 
A well-researched and deeply haunting graphic 
depiction of the 1970 Kent State shootings.   
 

— Karly Lyle, Information Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Fire Story (Brian Fies, GRAPHIC FI) 
 
In this beautifully-rendered gut punch of a book, 
Fies documents his personal experience living 
through the Northern California wildfires of 2017.  
 

— Karly Lyle, Information Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wholehearted Faith (Rachel Held Evans with Jeff Chu, 248.4 EV) 

 
Essays on faith, healing, life, and Jesus' grace upon 
grace. 
 

— Terri Law, Circulation Services 
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The Sound of Gravel (Ruth Wariner,  289.3092 WA; also available in 

eBook and eAudiobook formats through the Bridges eLibrary consortium) 

This gripping story will stay with you long after you 

finish it. It is a memoir of young Ruth as she grows up 

in a polygamist cult in rural Mexico and the United 

States. Despite struggles and heartbreak, Ruth’s love 

and devotion to her growing family help her battle for a 

better life for them all. 

This book is available in print and on e-book and audio-

book through Bridges in the Libby app. The audiobook 

is narrated by the author. 

— Julie Schenck, Circulation Services 
 

Braiding Sweetgrass (Robin Wall Kimmerer, 305.897 
KI; also available in an adaptation for young adults)  
 
Kimmerer weaves nature, science, and Native per-
spective together beautifully. This book was well 
worth the time to read, and I’m hoping to revisit it 
again this year.  
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
 
 

 
How to Read Now: Essays (Elaine Castillo, 418.4 CA) 
 
A thought-provoking collection of essays challenging 
readers to take a hard look at why we read the way 
we do. Funny, smart, scathing, and often uncomforta-
ble, Castillo urges her readers to consume all media 
(books, movies, etc.) through a 21st-century lens. If 
you’re a fast reader like I tend to be, I recommend 
forcing yourself to take time between essays and real-
ly savor the questions and arguments Castillo puts 
forth.  
 

— Jillian Aschliman, Director 
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Underwater Wild: My Octopus Teacher’s Extraordinary World (Craig Fos-
ter and Ross Frylinck, 577.78 FO) 
 
Such gorgeous photography. From the crea-
tors of the Academy Award-winning docu-
mentary My Octopus Teacher. Big, beautiful 
“coffee table book” in the category of picture 
books for grown-ups! 
 

— Darcey Jaeschke, Youth Services 
 
 
 
 
Rodale's Illustrated Encyclopedia of Herbs (edited by Claire Kowalchik and 
William H. Hylton, 581.63 RO) 

 
An interesting encyclopedia with much under-
standable information on herbs. There are helpful 
guides to growing individual herbs, setting up a 
culinary or fragrance garden, and other uses of 
herbs.  I would check with one's own doctor be-
fore embarking on some of the suggested uses for 
herbs.  I learn something each time I look at the 
book and enjoy it on the reference shelf.  
 

— David Pratt, Library Board of Trustees 
 

 
 
 
The Wright Brothers (David McCullough, 629.13 MC; also available in CD 
Book and eBook formats) 
 

The type of biography that infuses the subject’s per-
sonality with the history of the time. I was terribly sor-
ry to have it end. 
 

— Crystal Kehoe, Information Services 
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Meathead: The Science of Great Barbecue and Grilling (Meathead 
Goldwyn, 641.76 GO) 

 
This book is informative, covering most all as-
pects of grilling and barbecue techniques.  The 
pictures, graphics, layout and index make this 
barbeque book an interesting read and a helpful 
reference book to have on the shelf.  There are 
many excellent recipes, clear explanations, and 
suggestions to improve the acumen of a barbecue 
or grill chef.  Enjoy! 
 

— David Pratt, Library Board of Trustees 
 

 
The 5 Love Languages: The Secret to Love That Lasts (Gary Chapman, 
646.78 CH; also available in eBook and eAudiobook format)  
 
It feels like this book is recommended to me every year, and, because of its 
popularity, I have always kind of overlooked this book. I have finally read it, 
and I can see why it has remained so popular.  
 
I think this book is very helpful for learning to make 
better bonds with loved ones and friends. It helped 
create a full picture of what fulfils others and offered 
detailed information and examples for each love lan-
guage (words of affirmation, acts of service, receiving 
gifts, quality time, and physical touch). Although I 
really enjoyed it, I found some of the old norms re-
garding partnerships little dated, but I think this book 
holds up regardless! So, if you have been putting this 
book aside, like I did, I recommend picking it up this 
year!  
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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Beyond the Wand: The Magic and Mayhem of Growing Up a Wizard 
(Tom Felton, 791.4302 FE) 
 
Harry Potter fans will adore this memoir by Tom Fel-
ton, the actor who played Draco Malfoy. Felton, who 
comes across as a genuine and humble person, writes 
about his experiences as a child actor, and the impact 
of trying to grow up while being a part of such a huge 
film enterprise. He also details his life-changing stint 
in rehab and his close friendships with many of his 
Potter cast mates. He shares how some of the specific 
Potter movie scenes were made, and tells funny anec-
dotes about the other actors. This was a truly magical 
reading experience. 
 

— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 
 
 
I Must Say: My Life as a Humble Comedy Legend 
(Martin Short, 791.4502 SH; also available in CD 
Book format) 
 

I listened to this title. Being that it was read by the 
author, it was a terrific listen. 
 

— Crystal Kehoe, Information Services 
 
 
 

 
Showa 1926-1939: A History of Japan (Shigeru Mi-
zuki, YA 952.033 MI; three additional books in the 
series are available to Bettendorf patrons through 
the Mobius combined catalog) 
 
A history of Japan in the 20th century by legendary 
manga author/illustrator, Shigeru Mizuki. The Japa-
nese divide eras up by the titles of their emperors, 
and the Showa emperor reigned from 1926-1989. 
The author was alive and present through the entire-
ty of the era and documents the events both as he 
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saw them and as they played out nationally. All of it depicted in Mizuki's 
trademark semi-whimsical style. While the art may not look it, the subject 
matter is deadly serious as this book chronicles the run up to Japan's entry 
into World War II. 
 

— Jesse Plumb, Youth Services 
 
 
Wonderful Tonight: George Harrison, Eric Clapton, and Me (Pattie Boyd 
with Penny Junor; available through RiverShare Libraries)  
 
Pattie Boyd is probably best remembered as the muse of George Harrison 
and Eric Clapton, the inspiration for such songs as "Something," 
"Wonderful Tonight," and "Layla." But before the 
Beatles, Boyd was a famous fashion model in London 
and one of the first style influencers to promote the 
mini skirt. When Boyd met Harrison during the film-
ing of "Hard Day's Night," her life, and rock-and-roll 
history, changed forever. In her memoir, she details 
her relationships with two of the most famous musi-
cians of the 1960s and 70s and shares how some of 
their unforgettable songs came to be. I enjoyed read-
ing about her experiences at the center of so many 
important musicians and fascinating events that de-
fined this era. 
 

— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 
 
 

I’m Glad My Mom Died (Jennette McCurdy, BIOG 
MCCURDY; also available in eBook and eAudiobook 
formats) 
  
As much as I dislike the title of this book, once I start-
ed, I could not put it down.  Heartbreaking, raw, and 
honest. 
 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 
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I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood up for Education and Was Shot by the 
Taliban (Malala Yousafzai, BIOG YOUSAFZAI; also available in Large Print, 
CD Book, eBook, and eAudiobook formats; a young readers’ edition is 
available in print and eBook formats) 
  

  

Publisher summary: “When the Taliban took control 
of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. 
Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought 
for her right to an education. She was shot in the 
head at point-blank range while riding the bus home 
from school, but her miraculous recovery has taken 
her on an extraordinary journey. I Am Malala is the 
remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terror-
ism, and of a father who encouraged his daughter to 
attend school in a society that prizes sons.” 
 

I read this book several years ago, but was drawn to it again this year.  A 
great and inspiring story of a young girl and her family who fight for the 
right to education for all.  
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
 

 

MOVIES and TELEVISION 
 

Detectorists (written and directed by Mackenzie 
Crook, starring Mackenzie Crook and Toby Jones, 
DVD TV DETECTORISTS) 
 

— Carina Mulcrone, Technical Services 
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Drive My Car (directed by Ryusuke Hamaguchi, BLU-RAY FOREIGN DRIVE; 
also available in DVD format; the source material is shelved under FIC MU-
RA) 
  
Subtle and multi-layered, this film takes inspira-
tion from the Haruki Murakami short story of the 
same name (in the collection Men Without Wom-
en). Although it clocks in at around three hours, I 
was so entranced by the cinematography, I didn't 
even notice the time go by. My favorite film I saw 
this past year. 
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 
 
 
The Expanse (developed by Mark Fergus and Hawk Ostby; seasons 1 
through 4 are available through RiverShare Libraries, and seasons 5 and 6 
are currently available only with an Amazon Prime Video subscription; the 
source material for the series, by James S.A. Corey, is available under SF/
FAN CORE, as well as in other formats) 

 
Easily the best science fiction television series to 
come out in the last decade, The Expanse is based on 
the novel series by James S.A. Corey (the pen name 
of authors Daniel Abraham and Ty Franck). It was 
often described as "Game of Thrones, in space," but 
that sells short just how good this show is on its own. 
It blends realistic space travel, government conspira-
cy, corporate greed, and social inequality with well-
written characters, compelling drama, and very in-
tense action.  
 

— Jesse Plumb, Youth Services 
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The French Dispatch (written and directed by Wes Anderson, BLU-RAY 
COMEDY FRENCH; also available in DVD format; the soundtrack is 
shelved under CD MOVIES/TV FRENCH) 

 
An anthology of four shorts, each representing 
an article from the final issue of a fictional mag-
azine called The French Dispatch, which is in-
spired by the New Yorker and its many famous 
writers.  Like Wes Anderson’s other films, it is 
intricately detailed and features an ensemble of 
off-kilter characters. Tilda Swinton’s role is a 
particular delight. I’ve re-watched this film sev-
eral times now and each viewing has been re-
warding.    
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 
 
 
 
Pig (written and directed by Michael Sarnoski, starring Nicolas Cage and 
Alex Wolff, BLU-RAY MYSTERY PIG; also available in DVD format) 
 
This strange film upended all of my expectations in 
the most delightful way. At the center of all the 
strangeness, there is a core of humanity. This movie 
may not be one for everyone, but it certainly was for 
me. 
  

— David Otten, Information Services 
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The Power of the Dog (written and directed by Jane Campion, starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch and Kirsten Dunst, BLU-RAY WESTERN POWER; 
also available in DVD format; the source material may be found under 
FIC SAVA, as well as in eBook format) 
 

A gorgeously shot Western from Jane Campion. 
This film subverts the genre, trading in the action 
and adventure tropes and romanticized heroes of 
many Westerns, for a studied psychological dra-
ma. Based on the book of the same name by 
Thomas Savage, which I also recommend. Espe-
cially for fans of Annie Proulx or Cormac McCar-
thy.  
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 

 
Red Rocket (directed by Sean Baker, starring Simon Rex, Bree Elrod and 
Brenda Deiss, BLU-RAY COMEDY RED; also available in DVD format) 

  
This is a truly offbeat and gritty dark comedy.  
Shot on 16mm film, this grainy film offers a 
glimpse into the strange and sordid life of 
washed up ex-porn star, Mikey Saber. 
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rowan and Martin’s Laugh-In (starring an ensemble 
cast, including Dan Rowan, Dick Martin, Goldie 
Hawn, Lily Tomlin, and Judy Carne; the first season 
is available through RiverShare Libraries, and 
Bettendorf patrons may request additional seasons 
from libraries outside the system through the Mobi-
us combined catalog) 
 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 
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The Worst Person in the World (directed by Joachim Trier, starring Renate 
Reinsve, BLU-RAY FOREIGN WORST; also available in DVD format) 

  
Not really about the worst person in the world, 
this film is rather a young Norwegian woman’s 
coming-of-age story. Renate Reinsve turns in a 
magnificent performance as Julie, navigating edu-
cational and career changes, as well as relation-
ships, through her 20s and 30s, while waiting for 
her “real life” to begin.  
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 

 
 

Yellowjackets, Season 1 (created by Ashley Lyle and 
Bart Nickerson; starring Christina Ricci, Juliette Lewis, 
Melanie Lynskey and Tawny Cypress; DVD TV YEL-
LOWJACKETS) 
 
While en route to a national tournament, a team of 
high school soccer players survive a plane crash in the 
deep Canadian wilderness. Flashing back between 
1996 (the year of the crash) and present day, the story 
follows the survivors and slowly reveals what really 
happened out in the woods, as well as the measures 
the adult survivors have taken to keep their secrets in the past. Beware 
that this darkly humorous and very violent series is not for the faint of 
heart.  
 

— Jillian Aschliman, Director 
 

 
Young Sheldon (starring Iain Armitage and Jim 
Parsons, DVD TV YOUNG) 
 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 
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MUSIC 
 
Cheek to Cheek (Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga, CD JAZZ/BLUES BENNETT) 
 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 
 
 
The Classics (Tony Bennett; available to 
Bettendorf patrons through the Mobius 
combined catalog) 
 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
Holotropica (Sofie Birch; unfortunately, this album is not available to bor-
row, but you can listen to a sample at https://sofiebirch.bandcamp.com/
album/holotropica) 
 
An ambient masterpiece. Whether you listen to it while zoning out or as 
just background music while working you will find new nooks and crannies 
each time. 
 

— John Gillette, Youth Services 
 
 
Are You Serious (Andrew Bird, CD ROCK POPULAR BIRD) 

 
This album was recommended to me by a 
fellow staff member. Bird’s songs have clev-
er lyrics, and he plays multiple instruments. 
He also whistles. There’s a duet with Fiona 
Apple that features tubular bells.  It all adds 
up to just the thing I didn’t know I needed 
to hear (thanks, Lucas!). 
 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 
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¡Ay! (Lucrecia Dalt, CD ROCK/POPULAR DALT) 
 
This album mixes a lot of influences and 
genres and is superbly crafted. It’s experi-
mental electronica but through the lenses of 
Latin American jazz and dance. 
 

— John Gillette, Youth Services 
 
 
 
 
 

Gold: Go Forward in the Courage of Your Love (Alabaster DePlume, CD 
JAZZ/BLUES DEPLUME) 
  
I’ve come to expect wonderful things from 
the record label International Anthem.  This 
album does not disappoint!  Contemporary 
jazz from across the pond.  
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
 
 
 
 
Teeth Marks (S.G. Goodman, CD FOLK/WORLD GOODMAN) 

 
A wonderful country/folk mix with songs 
about love, breakups, and the patriarchy.  
 

— John Gillette, Youth Services 
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Voices (Phantogram, CD ROCK/POPULAR PHANTOGRAM) 
 
This is the second full-length album from 
Phantogram, a group that might be de-
scribed as synth-pop meets indie-
pop.  Voices impresses with its blend of 
electronic elements paired with guitars and 
a wide vocal range.  
 

— Cody Noble, Information Services 
 
 
 
 
Motomami (Rosalía, CD ROCK/POPULAR ROSALIA) 
 
A dizzying and genre-bending blend of reggaeton, pop, flamenco, and 
many other styles. Trying to describe this album risks sounding ridiculous. 
And it is ridiculous. Ridiculously good.  
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 
 
 
Lush (Snail Mail,  CD ROCK/POPULAR SNAIL MAIL) 

 
This full-length debut is a solid indie album 
that showcases the artist’s talented vocals 
and guitar playing on mostly mid-tempo 
guitar rock tracks.   
 

— Cody Noble, Information Services 
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Midnights (Taylor Swift, CD ROCK/POPULAR SWIFT) 
 
Hi, it’s me. I’m the problem, it’s me. I have 
long resisted the mainstream popularity of 
Swift’s music, but her two previous COVID
-era albums (Folklore and Evermore) 
piqued my interest, and Midnights finally 
hooked me in. With its imaginative, 
moody, and subdued pop sounds, Swift’s 
tenth album is one that I’ve had on repeat 
since it was released in late October. 
 

— Jillian Aschliman, Director 

 

MORE! 
 
Flames of Freedom (Richard Iorio and Daniel D. Fox; the Flames of Free-
dom: Grim & Perilous RPG: Core Rulebook is available under YA 793.93 
FL; on Wednesday afternoons the Bettendorf Public Library’s Teen Role-
Playing Club meets upstairs—check it out!) 
 
A tabletop role-playing game in the same vein as 
Dungeons and Dragons. Flames of Freedom 
takes its ruleset from the popular independent 
dark fantasy RPG, Zweihander, and transports 
the action to Revolutionary War-era America. 
The elevator pitch of this game could easily be 
Hamilton-meets-Stranger-Things. Players play in 
an immaculately researched and inclusive world 
(the Native American, African American, and 
other ethnicities sections were written by au-
thors of those particular ethnicities) where, for 
example, they can play as heroes trying to halt 
the British advance into Boston at the same time as halting an infestation 
of ghouls in the Boston Cemetery while also attempting to stop the nefari-
ous actions of Freemason occultists. A truly unique RPG setting. 
 

— Jesse Plumb, Youth Services 
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Have a Goodreads account? So do we! 

Find ours using the link below. Follow 

us for staff recommendations year 

round!  

bit.ly/BPLgoodreads    
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Do you have a favorite author you 

would like to share with our patrons? 

The Bettendorf Public Library’s Adopt 

An Author program lets you sponsor 

the purchase of one copy of each title 

published by your adopted author for 

one calendar year. You will purchase 

the books at cost—usually a 40% dis-

count. You may renew from year to 

year if you wish. 

By adopting an author, you get to be 

the first to check out your author’s 

books. Each adopted book will have a bookplate with your name to recog-

nize your sponsorship. 

If you are interested in adopting an author, please see one of the librarians 

at the Information Desk. Please note that adopted authors must meet the 

selection criteria of the Library’s Collection Development Policy. 

Our currently adopted authors include: 

 

Laurien Berenson 
Jamie Brenner 
James Lee Burke  
Jennifer Chiaverini 
Genevieve Cogman 
Elle Cosimano 
Krista Davis 
Emmeline Duncan 
Rivka Galchen 
 

Kristin Hannah 
Amy Hatvany 
Helena Hunting 
Beth Kendrick 
Sue Monk Kidd 
Dean Koontz 
Hilary Mantel 
G.A. McKevett 
Amy Patricia Meade 

Jo Nesbø 
James Patterson 
Louise Penny 
Kwei Quartey 
Ian Rankin 
Jason Reynolds 
Denise Swanson 
Kevin Wilson 
Jacqueline Winspear 
 


