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FICTION 
 

Mycroft Holmes (Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Anna 

Waterhouse, MYS ABDU) 

There are loads of Sherlock Holmes-inspired nov-

els out there, but I liked this one told from My-

croft’s perspective. This is the first in a series. 

— Maria Levetzow, Information Librarian 

 

Courting Mr. Lincoln (Louis Bayard, FIC BAYA; 

also available in Large Print format) 

I’m a fan of books about our 16th President, and 

this book is no exception. This novel takes place in the early 1840s when 

future President Lincoln meets two of the most 

important people in his life: Mary Todd, who will 

later become his wife, and his dear friend and 

roommate Joshua Speed. Set in Springfield, Illi-

nois, and full of details from the time period of 

the 1840s, the novel is told in alternating points 

of view from Todd and Speed.  

 —April Crowder, Librarian 

 

My Brilliant Friend (Elena Ferrante, FIC FERR; 
also available in Large Print, eBook, and eAudio-
book formats) 
 
I downloaded this book in Audiobook form from the Libby app and listened 
to it on my phone. Elena and Lila are best friends. They grow up in a poor 
neighborhood in Naples, Italy. They are both extremely intelligent and 
fiercely competitive in school. Even though Lila leaves school after she fin-
ishes grade school and Elena finds the funds to continue high school, they 

continue to compete. This in book one in a series of four. 
—Cyndi Kennedy, Circulation Services 
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Check, Please! (Ngozi Ukazu, YA GRAPHIC CHECK 
PLEASE V. 1) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 

Less (Andrew Sean Greer, FIC GREE) 

When Arthur Less receives an invitation to his ex-

boyfriend’s wedding, he makes a rash and un-

characteristic decision. 

What follows is a 

round-the-world jour-

ney filled with adventures, mishaps, recollections, 

profound musings, and a handful of hilarious situ-

ations. A truly funny and touching story.  

—Lucas Berns, Adult Services Librarian  

 
Signs Preceding the End of the World (Yuri Herre-

ra, translated by Lisa Dillman, FIC HERR) 
 
The Contemporary Books Discussion Group read 

this short novel as part of the Library’s Global Gathering Mexico program-

ming. It follows Makina, a young woman crossing the border, ostensibly the 
one between Mexico and the United States, alt-
hough the countries are never named. Or perhaps 
we are following Makina as she traverses the lay-
ers of a strange underworld. Or, most likely, 

there’s more than one thing going on in this 
dreamlike, mythical, multi-layered novel. It’s the 
kind of book that probably becomes more reward-
ing with each reading. Take a tip from our discus-
sion group: start at the end with Lisa Dillman’s en-

lightening Translator’s Note. 
—Courtney Mongiat, Librarian  

 
The Immortal Hulk (Al Ewing, YA GRAPHIC HULK 
V. 1 – 4) 
 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  
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Cemetery Road (Greg Iles, FIC ILES; also available in eBook, CD Book, and 

Playaway formats) 

I am a big sucker for Southern Gothic novels, and 
Greg Iles is truly one of the modern all-stars of 

this classic subgenre. His deep personal history 
in Natchez, Mississippi is clear in his writing. 

There are all the romantic hallmarks of the South
--the historic buildings, geography, and country-
side—peppered in with a compelling tale of cor-
ruption, racial injustice, and betrayal. 

If you have never read Greg Iles, Cemetery 
Road is the perfect standalone novel to pick up 
and give a test drive before diving into one of his 
series, such as the perennially popular Penn 

Cage novels. 

—Karly Lyle, Information Services Manager  

 

Never Have I Ever (Joshilyn Jackson, FIC JACK) 

This is an author I’ve had on my “to read” list for-

ever, and I started with this book. OMGoodness it 

was so good! Suspenseful and unputdownable. 

With an ending that I hadn’t guessed, which is 

always a plus.   

—Shannon Murcia, Circulation  

and Technical Services 

 

 

The Girl From the Train (not to be mistaken for The Girl ON the Train; Irma 

Joubert, FIC JOUB; also available in Large Print and CD Book formats)  

OH MY GOODNESS! I loved this book! I read A LOT of historical fiction, espe-

cially it seems, around the WWII era, and I'd have to say this is one of my 

favorites. As a "Readers Advisor," this is one that I will absolutely recom-

mend to my followers and historical fiction readers.  
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Six-year-old Gretyl Schmidt is on a train bound 

for Auschwitz with her family. To save her, 

Gretyl’s mother throws her from the train, hop-

ing someone will find her child and care for her. 

Though spared from the concentration camp, the 

orphaned German Jew finds herself lost in a 

country hostile to her people. But when Jakob 

finds her, his fatherly instinct kicks in. For three 

years, the young man and little girl form a bond 

over the secrets they must hide from his Catholic 

family.  

However, she can’t stay with him forever. Even 

though they are separated by continents, religion, and years, no circum-

stances can come between the bond that was built.  

—Chris Little, Circulation Services 

 
Finding Dorothy (Elizabeth Letts, FIC LETT; see also The Wizard of Oz, DVD 

MUSICALS WIZARD, as well as print, eBook, and eAudiobook versions of 
L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz) 
 
The Wizard of Oz is one of my favorite musicals. 
This book was written from Maud Baum’s per-
spective (her husband Frank wrote the book The 
Wonderful Wizard of Oz). It’s the story of Judy 
Garland (Dorothy) and Maud’s friendship and 
Maud and Frank’s adventuresome life together. 
Although the book is historical fiction, the author 

did a lot of research, and the book is praised for 
its authenticity! This was a fun read. I loved this 
book! 
 

—Cyndi Kennedy, Circulation Services 

 
Livewire (Vita Ayala, Raul Allen, Patricia Martín, et al. YA GRAPHIC LIVE-
WIRE V. 1 – 2) 
 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  
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Berlin (Jason Lutes, GRAPHIC LU) 

This large volume collects comics published in 

regular installments over the past 22 years. 

The story is told from many different charac-

ter perspectives, including a formerly idealis-

tic journalist, a poor family torn apart by in-

ternal conflicts, as well as external political 

conflicts, and an Art School drop-out, to 

name just a few. The characters’ lives overlap 

and intersect, but the central character here 

is Berlin during the decline of the Weimar 

Republic. The artwork is all in black and white, and the level of detail is stun-

ning. I recommend this book for anyone who enjoys history or historical fic-

tion. I especially recommend this book if you think comics are all just super-

hero books that you’d outgrown long ago. I believe you will be surprised and 

delighted by the range and possibilities present in graphic storytelling.  

—David Otten, Librarian 

 
No Ivy League (Hazel Newlevant, YA GRAPHIC NE)  

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 
The Tea Dragon Festival (Katie O’Neill; available from the Davenport, Le-
Claire, and Musser libraries; the first book in the series, The Tea Dragon 
Society, is available at Bettendorf, JGRAPHIC ON)  

 
This is the second book in The Tea Dragon series, 

and is actually my favorite.  A slice-of-life fantasy 

world where dragons, humans, and fey creatures 

exist day to day. A girl stumbles across a dragon 

and wakes him.  Turns out he was the previous 

guardian of the town and over slept—it’s been a 

few generations so he no longer knows any of 

the citizens.  Can he reconnect as they prepare 

for the tea dragon festival?  The story is gentle, 

fun, and cute!  The art style is charming and a lot 
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of care was put into illustrating this.  There is American Sign Language used 

in the book and you can see the signs clearly being used in some panels.  If 

you know or are learning ASL, the signs are recognizable even through a 

brief panel of illustration! 

—Ashley Buck, Circulation Services  

 

 

Where the Crawdads Sing (Delia Owens, FIC OW-

EN; also available in Large Print, eBook, CD 

Book, and Playaway formats) 

Why did it take so long to read this book? Why? 

You need to read this book. It. Is. Amazing. Beau-

tiful and heartbreaking and worth every minute.  

—Shannon Murcia, Circulation and  

Technical Services 

 

*** 

In fact, while we read a novel, we 

are insane——bonkers. We believe in 

the existence of people who aren't 

there, we hear their voices, we 

watch the battle of Borodino with 

them, we may even become Napoleon. 

Sanity returns (in most cases) when 

the book is closed.  

Ursula K. Le Guin 

*** 
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Bloom (Kevin Panetta, YA GRAPHIC PA)  

 
—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pink is for Boys (Robb Pearlman,  Juvenile Picture Book 7 – LET’S LEARN) 

A beautifully illustrated picture book 

that teaches both the simple concept 
of colors as well as a more complex 

lesson on inclusivity.   

—Christine Garrow, School Liaison 
Librarian 

 

 

The Overstory (Richard Powers, FIC 

POWE; also available in CD Book and 

Playaway formats) 

Nine unique stories weave together to show the 

interconnectedness of the characters and their 

connection to trees. As someone who read The 

Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben (582.16 

WO) a few years ago, this novel furthers the con-

versation of how important trees are to humans 

and that they are worth fighting for. Powers’ novel 

offers the reader access to those who struggle to 

protect trees.  

—Lucas Berns, Adult Services Librarian  

So many books, 

so little time. 

Frank Zappa 
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Old Bones (Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child, FIC PRES; also available in 

Large Print, CD Book, and Playaway formats)  

A museum curator and FBI agent cross paths dur-

ing an excavation of a rumored “lost camp” ar-

chaeological site of the ill-fated Donner party. 

What could possibly go wrong? Full of suspense 

and thrills, this book by one of my favorite teams 

of authors, Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child, 

didn’t disappoint. Familiar characters from the 

Pendergast series make appearances in this nov-

el. Includes murder with a touch of the supernat-

ural, which is common for Preston and Child nov-

els. I enjoy history, museums, and archeology so 

this appealed to me for those reasons, too.  

—April Crowder, Librarian 

Dog on It (Spencer Quinn, MYS QUIN) 

Cozy mysteries aren’t something I typically search 
out when looking for a new read.  In fact, this book 
was recommended to me a few years prior to me 
picking it up.  It just didn’t look like something I 
would be interested in.  When I finally did give the 
book a chance, it didn’t take long for me to finish.  
Bernie, a private investigator, and his dog, Chet, 
take on a missing person case in an unnamed 

western state near a desert valley.  Told largely 
from the perspective of the dog, the story is both 

humorous and intriguing.  Recommended for any 
fan of mysteries, as well as for all dog lovers.  

This book is part of the “Chet and Bernie myster-
ies” series, which is made up of 8 titles 

—Cody Noble, Outreach & Volunteer Coordinator 

We live for books. 

Umberto Eco  
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Daisy Jones & the Six (Taylor Jenkins Reid, FIC 

REID; also available in CD Book and Playaway 

formats) 

This is a novel about a fictional 70s rock band 

told in an interview-style format. I loved this 

book and had to remind myself it was fiction 

more than once. Deeply emotional and unique.  

 —Carol Crane, Technical Services 

 

 

Twists of Fate (Paco Roca, GRAPHIC RO) 

This was an excellent graphic novel from Spanish cartoonist Paco Roca. This 

graphic novel exposed me to a side of WWII history I knew nothing about. 

Focusing on a company known as La Nueve a 

group of soldiers that had fought on the Re-

publican side in the Spanish Civil War and lat-

er played an important role in the liberation 

of Paris. Roca writes himself into the story as 

the book alternates between scenes of Roca 

interviewing a reticent Miguel Ruiz, one of the 

few remaining survivors from La Nueve, and 

scenes featuring Ruiz’s recollections from the 

battlefields. An interesting artistic choice Roca 

makes is that all of the scenes in the present 

are rendered in black and white inks while the 

sections dealing with Ruiz’s memories and battle stories receive a gentle 

wash of color. This book was an excellent story blending history, biography, 

oral history, and some light fictionalization. I recommend this book if you 

enjoy WWII history or oral histories. This is another graphic novel that real-

ly showcases the range of power of the medium.  

—David Otten, Librarian 
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Spencer’s New Pet (Jessie Sima, Juvenile Picture Book 11 – SUPER STORIES) 

Spencer takes his new pet balloon 
dog with him to many locations 
throughout his day. These places are 

very dangerous for a balloon. You 
may think you know what comes 

next, but this picture book will sur-
prise you.  

—Christine Garrow, School Liaison 
Librarian 

 

 

Reincarnated as a Sword (Yuu Tanaka, YA SF/FAN TANA V. 1)  
—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 

Bleak Landing (Terrie Todd, CDBOOK FIC TODD; also available in Large 

Print at Davenport Public Library)  

Fabulous historical fiction! I don't often give five stars but I loved this book 

from cover to cover!  

A twelve-year-old Irish immigrant Bridget O’Sullivan lives in a ramshackle 

house and dreams of another life, even as the 

Great Depression rages. While still very young 

Bridget runs from her home and her abusive fa-

ther and lands a job at a garment factory, the first 

step on her journey to shed her past and begin 

anew. 

Years later, after her father’s death, she returns 

home to claim what’s rightfully hers but with no 

identification there’s only one person who can 

vouch for who she is. Her school bully nemesis 

Victor.  

—Chris Little, Circulation Services 
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Women Talking (Miriam Toews, FIC TOEW; also available in Large Print 

format) 
 
Toews wrote this novel in response to real-

world crimes that took place just over a decade 

ago: the drugging and raping of hundreds of 

women living in a Bolivian Mennonite colony. In 

a note that introduces the novel, Toews, who is 

a lapsed Mennonite, calls Women Talking “both 

a reaction through fiction to these real events, 

and an act of female imagination.” The book 

does not recreate the crimes; rather, it imagines 

the women’s responses. Most of the story is, 

just as the title says, women talking. But their 

talk involves weighing options and making deci-

sions, which is territory these women don’t know well. 

I loved this book’s memorable characters. Women Talking is thoughtful, 

funny, and my favorite read from 2019.  

—Courtney Mongiat, Librarian  

 

If I Built a School (Chris Van Dusen, Juvenile Picture Book 15 – WHAT WE 
DO) 

This is a story that demonstrates 
how a child’s imagination has no 
bounds. Jack, the creative main char-
acter, envisions a school complete 
with everything from hover desks to 
library books in which stories come 
to life. Check out other books by the 
same author, including If I Build a Car 

and If I Built a House. Kids will want 
to pore over these books again and 
again to catch all the extraordinary 
details.   

—Christine Garrow, School Liaison 

Librarian 
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Kiss Number 8 (Coleen Venable, YA GRAPHIC VE) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 

Scoop (Evelyn Waugh, FIC WAUG) 

—Sue Mannix, Library Director 

 

Mrs. Dalloway (Virginia Woolf, FIC WOOL; see 

also the film adaptation under DVD DRAMA 

MRS) 

—Sue Mannix, Library Director 

 

The Night Library (David Zeltser, Juvenile 
Picture Book 2 – ACTIVITIES) 

A touching story about a boy, his grandfa-
ther, and the magic of books. This imagina-

tive picture book will appeal to anyone who 
realizes the special bonds that are created 
through reading of books and visiting libraries 
together.  

—Christine Garrow, School Liaison Librarian 

 

Saga of Tanya the Evil (Carlo Zen, YA SF/FAN 
ZEN V. 1 – 6, as well as YA MANGA SAGA OF TANYA V. 1 – 8) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

*** 

Books are a uniquely portable 

magic. 

Stephen King  

*** 
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NON-FICTION  
Everybody Always: Becoming Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult 

People (Bob Goff, 248.4 GO) 

Author Bob Goff – I’m not sure how many he has 

out now, but I’ve read two by him and his words 

are just such a great reminder of how and why to 

live loving people unconditionally. Just good for 

the soul reading. 

—Shannon Murcia, Circulation  

and Technical Services 

 
 
Talking to Strangers 

(Malcom Gladwell, 

PLAYAWAY 302 GL; also available in print, CD 

Book, and eAudiobook formats)  

—Sue Mannix, Library Director 

 

Respect: Everything a Guy Needs to Know About 
Sex, Love, and Consent (Inti Chavez Perez, YA 
306.70811 CH) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 

Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother (Amy Chua, 
306.8743 CH; also available in eBook format) 

 
Amy Chua’s vivid account of her life in America with 
her two daughters raised in the traditional Chinese 
way reflects the unflinching and often controversial 
parenting choices of the Eastern “Tiger Mother.” 

Chua’s daughters had no choice but to become violin 
and piano prodigies, excel as the #1 students in all 

school classes except gym and drama, attend Ivy 
League schools, and never participate in sleepovers, 
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school plays, or playdates. As the mother of two daughters raised in the 

Western way, which emphasizes extracurricular activities, happiness, and 
the nurture of the individual, I found this a fascinating and occasionally 
shocking read, especially when Chua’s youngest daughter rebels and Chua 

is forced to re-examine her own beliefs and goals for her children.  
—Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 

 

Salt: A World History (Mark Kurlansky, 333.8563) 

Foodies, science-lovers, and historians alike will 

enjoy Salt: A World History. I came away from this 

book unable to stop talking about salt for weeks! 

From its importance in major wars, to the way 

various salts develop their taste and color, to the 

opulent salt cellars the ruling classes once used to 

show off their riches, and much more, Salt: A 

World History has something for everyone. 

—Hayleigh Covella, Administrative Assistant 

 

Maybe You Should Talk to Someone: A Therapist, Her Therapist and Our 
Lives Revealed (Lori Gottlieb, 616.8914 GO) 
 
Oh, this beautiful book. I was completely en-
grossed by Lori Gottlieb’s experiences as a Cali-

fornia-based therapist to some memorable pa-
tients, such as an arrogant Hollywood producer 
with commitment issues, a newly-married can-
cer patient with less than a year to live, and an 
older woman with no hope for the future. When 
Gottlieb finds herself in the midst of a difficult 
break-up, she starts seeing her own therapist, 
Wendell, and comes to some incredible realiza-
tions about herself, her relationships, and her 

life moving forward. I rarely cry in response to 
what I read, but this book, full of Gottlieb’s fun-
ny and poignant observations of humanity, 
brought out my deepest emotions. 

—Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 
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Six Ingredients with Six Sisters' Stuff: 100+ Fast and Easy Family Meals (Six 
Sisters’ Stuff, published in 2019 and not currently held at any RiverShare 
library, but you can ask your home library if they would consider purchas-
ing it) 

 
If you like a non-complex recipe book with pictures (always!), then this book 
is a must try!  I made several of the recipes from this book and I was im-
pressed that everything I picked to make turned out really great!  

—Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 

Cruel to be Kind: The Life and Music of Nick Lowe (Will Birch, 782.42166 BI) 

—Sue Mannix, Library Director 

Born a Crime (Trevor Noah, PLAYAWAY 

791.4502 NO; also available in print, eBook, and 

CD Book formats, as well as an adaptation for 

young adult readers, along with a DIBS book 

club kit) 

I listened to the audio version of this and it was 

fabulous. Trevor Noah narrates and it feels like 

he is just sitting down with you telling his life 

story. Would highly recommend. 

—Carol Crane, Technical Services 

*** 

I like nonfiction books about people 

with wretched lives. 

David Sedaris 

*** 
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Shout: A Poetry Memoir (Laurie Halse Anderson, 

YA BIOG ANDERSON) 
—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 
 
Grant (Ron Chernow, BIOG GRANT; also available 
in Large Print format) 

  
The biographies I enjoy 
most leave me knowing 
the depth of the subject’s 
character and personali-
ty. Ron Chernow’s chap-
ters always allow the reader to pick up and put 

down a book, but he still has the ability to carry the 
personality of Grant through each chapter. Simply a 

stellar and must-read for any lover of history. 
Though lengthy, I was still sad when I reached its 
end. 
 

—Crystal Kehoe, Information Librarian  

 
  

*** 

Writing nonfiction has been my most 

serious education, and for all those 

years it kept me from even glancing 

in the direction of despair. 

Marilynne Robinson 
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MOVIES 

The Big Bang Theory (Starring Jim Parsons, 
DVD TV BIG) 

—Mark Edwards, Library Page 

 

 

Good Omens (Starring  Michael Sheen and 

David Tennant, DVD TV GOOD; also available 

in Blu-Ray format; see also the source mate-

rial in print, eBook, and CD Book formats) 

Based on the excellent book of the same title by 

Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett, this is one of 

the very rare instances where I think I liked the 

adaptation better! The Apocalypse is nigh, and 

the future of the world and all that lives on it 

lies with an angel and a demon who, over the 

millennia, have grown fond of life on Earth.  

— Maria Levetzow, Information Librarian 

 

 

 

 

Young Sheldon (Starring Iain Armitage, DVD 
TV YOUNG) 

—Mark Edwards, Library Page 
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Bobby Fischer Against the World (Directed by 

Liz Garbus, DVD 794.1092BO) 

This film does a nice job of introducing the audi-
ence to one of the greatest chess players of all 
time.  While many will know of his name, most 
will not know of his journey, the perceived im-

portance of the 1972 world championship, nor 
what became of Fischer following the match.  
As is the case with other well-made documen-
taries, the viewer does not necessarily need to 
know anything about the subject in order to 
appreciate the film. 

—Cody Noble, Outreach  
& Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Maiden (Directed by Alex Holmes, DVD 

797.124 MA) 

This documentary film follows the first all-

female crew to sail in the Whitbread Round the 

World Race. Tracy Edwards leads the crew in 

this incredible journey. Fascinating, illumi-

nating, and uplifting story! 

—Lucas Berns, 

Adult Services 

Librarian 

 

They Shall Not Grow Old (Directed by Peter 

Jackson, DVD 940.3 TH; also available in Blu

-Ray format) 

—Sue Mannix, Library Director 
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MUSIC 

Ghosteen (Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, CD ROCK/POPULAR CAVE)  

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 

Trust in the Lifeforce of the Deep 
Mystery (The Comet is Coming, CD 
JAZZ/BLUES COMET) 

This 2019 album was released by Im-
pulse! Records the same record label 

that released some of John Coltrane’s 
most experimental and boundary de-
fying records. Nearly 60 years later, 
The Comet is Coming have created a 
sound that combines jazz, electronica, 

funk, and psychedelia with a sci-fi flair 
and they are proving that there are 
still boundaries to be pushed and new 

territories to be explored in jazz music.  The engine that drives The Comet is 
Coming’s music is their frenetic and propulsive saxophone player Shabaka 

Hutchings with additional texture and depth provided by washes of sound 
from keyboards and synthesizers. To me the album’s soul is the song Blood of 

the Past, featuring spoken word artist Kate Tempest’s critique of contempo-
rary consumer culture.   

— David Otten, Librarian 

 

NFR! (Lana Del Rey, CD ROCK/

POPULAR DEL REY) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  
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Nashville Skyline (Bob Dylan, CD 
ROCK/POPULAR DYLAN) 

Bob Dylan, one of the greatest song-
writers of all time, released this gem in 
1969.  Having experimented with 
some folk/country sounds in his previ-
ous albums, this release dived in and 
introduced a wide audience to country 
rock, opening the doors for other ma-
jor acts to follow.  A short album at 

just over 27 minutes long, you can 
easily sample it on a car ride or while 
doing chores around the house.  Highly recommended.  

—Cody Noble, Outreach & Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Agora (Christian Fennesz, CD ROCK/POPULAR FENNESZ)  

Experimental ambient music that can seem both grand and understated. 

Christian Fennesz leaves nothing to chance as he builds layers of sound re-

sulting a final product in which the outcome is greater than the sum of its 

parts.  

—Lucas Berns, Adult Services Librarian  

 

The Practice of Love (Jenny Hval, CD 

ROCK/POPULAR HVAL) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 

Electric on the Eel (Jerry Garcia Band, 

CD ROCK/POPULAR JERRY) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  
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I Am Easy to Find (The National, CD 

ROCK/POPULAR NATIONAL) 

If you are already a fan of The Na-

tional, I Am Easy to Find will feel like 

you’re slipping into your favorite 

album on your first listen. If you’re 

new to The National, this album is a 

wonderful introduction. I Am Easy to 

Find is sad and beautiful, with 

haunting lyrics that will run through your head for weeks. I especially love 

The National’s addition of more female accompanists, such as Sharon Van 

Etten, Gail Ann Dorsey, and more, whose voices are not mere backups, but 

essential parts to each song’s harmony and story. Bonus points for the beau-

tiful short film of the same name that accompanies the album, which depicts 

a woman’s life from birth to death and is available on YouTube or through 

The National’s website. 

—Hayleigh Covella, Administrative Assistant 

 

All Mirrors (Angel Olsen, CD ROCK/POPULAR OLSEN) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

Villains (Subatlantic, CD LOCAL MUSIC SUBATLANTIC)  

 

Lead by the talented Rebecca Rice, Subatlantic has been performing together 

for over 10 years.  Their most recent album, Villains, is a carefully crafted 
effort that rewards the listener with great musicianship and rhythms that will 
keep you moving! 

—Lucas Berns, Adult Services Librarian  
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Life Metal (Sunn O))), CD ROCK/

POPULAR SUNN) 

Infrequent folk melodies interspersed 

throughout a mainly heavy, distorted, 

drone album. Not for the faint of heart. 

—Lucas Berns, Adult Services  

Librarian 

 

 

 

My East Is Your West (Tripmaster Monkey, CD LOCAL MUSIC TRIPMASTER) 

This album, their first in more than 20 years, knocks it out of the park.  Solid 

from start to finish, you will find an indie-rock album that has a nice variety of 
style and tempo.  I would recommend this album to anyone that enjoys con-
temporary and/or classical rock.  You can find this CD in our Local Music sec-
tion, along with many other great selections. 

—Cody Noble, Outreach & Volunteer Coordinator 

 

They’re back!  One of the QC’s most commercially successful bands reunites 
to offer an energetic indie music album.  The legend continues! 

 —Lucas Berns, Adult Services Librarian  

 

Ode to Joy (Wilco, CD ROCK/POPULAR 

WILCO) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  

 

Anima (Thom Yorke, CD ROCK/

POPULAR YORKE) 

—John Gillette, Young Adult Librarian  
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Do you have a favorite author you 

would like to share with our patrons? 

The Bettendorf Public Library’s Adopt 

An Author program lets you sponsor 

the purchase of one copy of each title 

published by your adopted author for 

one calendar year. You will purchase 

the books at cost—usually a 40% dis-

count. You may renew from year to 

year if you wish. 

By adopting an author, you get to be 

the first to check out your author’s 

books. Each adopted book will have a bookplate with your name to recog-

nize your sponsorship. 

If you are interested in adopting an author, please see one of the librarians 

at the Information Desk. Please note that adopted authors must meet the 

selection criteria of the Library’s Collection Development Policy. 

Our currently adopted authors include: 

 

Mitch Albom 
James Lee Burke (on CD) 
Jennifer Chiaverini 
Lee Child 
Genevieve Cogman 
Diane Mott Davidson 
Barbara Delinsky 
Richard Paul Evans 

Ken Follett 
Gillian Flynn 
Kristin Hannah 
Joe Hill (on CD)  
Jonathan Kellerman 
Beth Kendrick 
Sue Monk Kidd 
Dean Koontz 
Hilary Mantel 

Mary Marks 
James Patterson 
Louise Penny 
Jason Reynolds 
John Sandford 
Jacqueline Winspear 
Stuart Woods 


