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FICTION 
 

 
 
A Long Petal of the Sea (Isabel Allende; translated 
from the Spanish by Nick Caistor and Amanda Hop-
kinson, FIC ALLE; also available in CD Book and Playa-
way formats) 
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 

 
 
 
 

The Vanishing Half (Brit Bennett, FIC BENN; also avail-
able in Large Print, eBook, Playaway, and eAudiobook 
formats) 
 
An interesting, complex, and timely novel. 
 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 
 

 
 

The Blackbird Girls (Anne Blankman, JFIC BLAN)  
 
This historical fiction middle-grade novel follows the 
story of two girls in Ukraine after they flee their 
home following the Chernobyl disaster in 1986. Quite 
the tearjerker—at least in my case—this book also 
follows the perspective of a Jewish girl fleeing her 
home during World War II and reveals a substantial 
subplot in the last third of the book that does not 
disappoint or feel disjointed from the rest of the 
book. One of my two favorite middle-grade books 
this year. 
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
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Go, Went, Gone  (Jenny Erpenbeck, translated by 
Susan Bernofsky, FIC ERPE) 
 
The story of a retired Classics professor in Berlin 
who becomes involved with a group  of African 
men seeking refugee status in Europe.  In clear and 
focused prose, Erpenbeck thoughtfully explores  
what it means to understand ourselves, each other, 
and where we belong. 
 
— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 
 
 
 
The River at Night (Erica Ferencik, FIC FERE; also available in Large Print 
format) 

 
Super suspenseful whitewater rafting adventure for 
four friends who get into a lot more than they 
planned for. 
 

— Shannon Murcia, Technical and  
Circulation Services 

 
 
 
 
 

Magic for Liars (Sarah Gailey, SF/FAN GAIL) 
  
Magic For Liars is an excellent fusion of mystery, fantasy, and drama. Ivy is 
living the stereotypical hard-boiled private instigator life. She tracks spous-
es to expose their cheating, and has a untidy office that doubles as a place 
to sleep off the alcohol she consumes on a regular basis. Ivy drinks be-
cause she has a complicated past and really doesn't like herself. 
  
Her past catches up with her in her newest case, a mysterious death at an 
elite private academy. Ivy gets the job because she is one of a few non-
magicians who knows about magic and is a private investigator. The case 
takes place at the same academy where her sister teaches—her twin sister 
the magician. This is an academy for teens learning to become magicians. 
An academy where someone was literally split in two halves, left and right. 
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Ivy will need to infiltrate a world she always craved to 
be a part of to find out who is responsible and why. But 
there is danger waiting for her. Not just physical dan-
ger, but the danger of the web of deceit that seems to 
be everywhere at this academy: between the students, 
between the professors, behind forbidden magic and 
prophecies, and between her and her sister. Everyone 
is lying—even the magic, and especially Ivy herself. 
  
Sarah Gailey has written many fun novels but this is 
their best one yet. It appeals to teens and adults who 

want a different take on a fantasy or mystery but are willing to stick around 
for an exceptional character study. We can all find ourselves in lies and in 
Ivy Gamble. 

— John Gillette, Youth Services 
 
 

All the Forgivenesses (Elizabeth Hardinger, FIC HARD; also available in 

Large Print format) 

I loved this book! The characters are phenomenal and 

I'm really going to miss them now that I've finished the 

story. I actually listened to this on audio, and that 

made it so much more wonderful, as the narrator had 

the perfect southern drawl to her speech. 

 

This is historical fiction (early 1900s) and begins in the 

Appalachian Mountains. Charming, charming, charm-

ing!!! 

— Chris Little, Circulation Services 

 
The Southern Book Club’s Guide to Slaying Vampires (Grady Hendrix, FIC 

HEND; also available in eBook format) 

Horror author Grady Hendrix imagined what would happen if his mom 

fought Dracula. The Southern Book Club’s Guide to Slaying Vampires is the 

super-creepy and sometimes hilarious result. With excellent writing and 

characterization, this book follows Patricia, the wife of a doctor in Charles-
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ton, South Carolina, who gave up her career as a 

nurse to stay home with her two kids, now teenag-

ers.  

When a mysterious neighbor moves in next door, 

Patricia realizes that he’s not the well-mannered 

young gentleman he pretends to be. Nor is he alive. 

And with the help of her book club, Patricia will 

stake her claim (literally) on the neighborhood and 

exorcise the evil forces that threaten her family. 

There are some gory, edge-of-your-seat scenes, as well as funny and poign-

ant moments between the female characters. This intelligent horror novel 

offers plenty of scary moments while exploring deeper issues such as rac-

ism and sexism. 

— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 

 
Beastars (Paru Itagaki, YA MANGA BEASTARS volumes 1 through 8) 

 

In a society where carnivores and herbivores live in 

peaceful tension, a murder at an integrated high 

school creates new fears for students.  We follow our 

sensitive protagonist, Legoshi, who is a large gray wolf. 

He is ashamed about being such a large carnivore and 

becomes panicked when his inner instincts start to 

develop, leading him to fear he is becoming a danger 

to society.  The story goes deep into dark aspects of 

societal expectation, privilege, and nature, and the 

protagonists struggle with rejecting those evils or surrendering to them. 

The art is great and unique, but it really dazzles at depicting dramatic 

events.  

 
— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 
 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/17678083.Paru_Itagaki
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Devoted (Dean Koontz, FIC KOON; also available in Large Print format) 
 
This guy can write. It’s been a while since I’ve read 
him, and he did not disappoint. I also wonder how he 
can write dogs so well. It’s a magical combination. 
  

— Shannon Murcia, Technical and  
Circulation Services 

 
 
 
 

 
Bird Box (Josh Malerman, FIC MALE) 
 
LOVED! CREEPY, SCARY, BREATH-TAKING! 

 
— Chris Little, Circulation Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A Rising Man; A Necessary Evil; Smoke and Ashes; 
Death in the East (Abir Mukherjee, MYS MUKH) 
 
These first four titles in the Sam Wyndham mystery 
series are set in India after World War I.  Sam Wynd-
ham takes a position as a police officer in Calcutta after 
WWI, looking for a fresh start—or at least an es-
cape.  Wyndham and Sergeant Banerjee, one of the 
few Indians to be recruited into the new Criminal Inves-
tigation Department, work together in a unique part-
nership. 
 

— Maria Levetzow, Information Services 
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Little Fires Everywhere (Celeste Ng, FIC NG; also available in Large Print, 
eBook, CD Book, and Playaway formats) 

 
Not a new book, but one that I’ve wanted to read for a 
while. It’s a great book that intertwines the lives of its 
characters and was a really good read. 
 
— Shannon Murcia, Technical and Circulation Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Deadly Education (Naomi Novik, SF/FAN NOVI) 
 
As long as Naomi Novik keeps writing, I'll keep includ-
ing her on Best of the Year lists.  This time, she intro-
duces us to students at a school for magic whose grad-
uation requirements are as stringent as they come. 
 

— Maria Levetzow, Information Services 
 

The Way of the House Husband (Kousuke Oono; this multivolume manga 
series is not available through the RiverShare Library System; however, if 
you are a Bettendorf patron, we can try to obtain these titles through In-
terlibrary Loan) 

 
One of my all-time favorite tropes is when a charac-
ter that is perceived as evil actually has a heart of 
gold.  Even though this former Yakuza still has his 
absolutely intimidating demeanor, he is instantly lika-
ble and is faithfully dedicated to his new boss (his 
darling wife!).  I’ve read the first three volumes and 
this is my favorite slice-of-life comedy for 2020! 
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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There There (Tommy Orange, FIC ORAN; also available in eBook, CD Book 
and Playaway formats) 

 
Set in Oakland before a big powwow and told from 
twelve different character perspectives. This novel is 
Orange's effort to give voice to the experience of ur-
ban Native Americans, of which he was unable to find 
other examples in literature. 
 
The novel is a mosaic of shifting perspectives, hopping 
back and forth in time, while slowly invisible connec-
tions between characters reveal themselves and they 
are finally all drawn to together in a dramatic conclu-
sion, all the more tragic for its inevitability. The novel 

doesn't end with a neat resolution, the reader is left in suspense regarding 
the fate of several characters. 
 
Orange pulls no punches when telling sharp truths. The prose is top-notch, 
and Orange is able to evoke much in a just sentence or two, and sometimes 
with just a phrase. The novel has much to say about the weight of history 
and its continuing resonance in our lives, reoccurring cycles of trauma that 
mark too many Native lives, and the difficulty of forging an identity and 
finding a way to be in the world, given the historical, cultural, and familial 
baggage that the characters deal with. A prologue and interlude provide 
additional historical facts and context for the events in the book. 
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 
Here in the Real World (Sara Pennypacker, JFIC PENN)  
 
I vividly remember where I was when I was reading 
this book at the beginning of the pandemic. This mid-
dle-grade novel is from the perspective of an intro-
verted young boy who his parents just do not under-
stand. This book never uses the word "introvert" but it 
is clear from the context that this is the boy’s situa-
tion. This book is full of character development 
that will inspire fellow introverts, create empathy in 
extroverts, and make you laugh in the meantime. One 
of my two favorite middle-grade books this year. 
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
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Such a Fun Age (Kiley Reid, FIC REID; also available in 

eBook, CD Book, and eAudiobook formats) 

Sharply funny, with memorable characters and a plot 

that keeps you turning the pages. 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 

 

Shuggie Bain (Douglas Stuart, FIC STUA) 

Winner of the Booker Prize and based on the author’s 

childhood, Shuggie Bain tells the story of Shuggie 

(Hugh), the son of an abusive taxi driver and alcoholic 

mother in 1980s Glasgow. Lighthearted reading it is 

not. However, this was one of my most treasured read-

ing experiences of 2020 in terms of the storytelling, 

unforgettable characters, and the unflinching love 

Shuggie devoted to his mother, despite the endless 

suffering she subjected him to. Shuggie experiences 

things a child never should, but his perseverance and 

eventual acceptance of the qualities that make him unique have the power 

to transcend the darkest days.  

— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 

 

The Lost and Found Bookshop (Susan Wiggs, ROM 
WIGGS; also available in eBook, CD Book, and Playa-
way formats) 
 
This was a first time read for me from this author. The 
story made you cry, laugh, and want to turn the page. A 
great COVID -19 read that just let your mind enjoy the 
main character’s life as she endures grief, job changes, 
and romance. 
 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 
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Superman Smashes the Klan: The Graphic Novel (Gene Luen Yang, YA 
GRAPHIC SUPERMAN) 
 
I've had the general longing for something—and it 
turns out the longing is for superheroes! This is my ide-
al superman-type story, when Superman inspires us so 
strongly through fiction that it leaks out to reality. Su-
perman Smashes the Klan is adapted from a storyline 
from the 1940s-era Superman radio show. Once again 
the story is re-told and Superman is a beacon of hope 
that shines off the pages. 
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 
NONFICTION 

 

Atomic Habits: Tiny Changes, Remarkable Results: An Easy & Proven Way 
to Build Good Habits & Break Bad Ones (James Clear, 155.24 CL) 

 
A framework to understand what habits are and how 
they impact your life, along with strategies for building 
good habits and breaking bad ones. A quote that I 
thought was really striking about habits was “You do 
not rise to the level of your goals. You fall to the level 
of your systems.”  If you are looking for a self-
improvement book to start off your new year, I would 
highly recommend this one!  
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
 

 
The Book of Ichigo Ichie: The Art of Making the Most 
of Every Moment, the Japanese Way (Héctor García 
and Francesc Miralles, translated by Charlotte 
Whittle, 158.1 GA) 
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
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Educated: A Memoir (Tara Westover, 270.092 WE; also available in Large 
Print, eBook, CD Book, Playaway, and eAudiobook formats) 

 
I know I am two years late to this reading party, but I 
have finally arrived! There is a ton to unpack through 
this whole modern day memoir and I can only imagine 
the hell it was to live through only grew the more edu-
cated Tara became. I could feel the real emotions of 
this book, and through the entire book, I wondered 
where it would end up. As the family disowned her 
and spread lies and gossip about her, Tara remem-
bered the question "Who writes history?" and her re-
ply was "Me." I knew that was at the core of this book. 
She gets the last word in this work that will long out-
live her family's petty gossip.  

 
— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 
 
 
A Monk’s Guide to Happiness: Meditation in the 21st 
Century (Gelong Thubten, 294.3 TH) 
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
 

 
 
White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to 
Talk About Racism (Robin DiAngelo, 305.8 DI; also 
available in eBook and eAudiobook formats) 

 
If you are looking for a way to be a part of the solu-
tion to end racial inequality and consider yourself a 
reflective learner, I think this book is could be a good 
starting point.  
 
I actually read Dare to Lead: Brave Work. Tough Con-
versations. Whole Hearts [note: see Ashley’s review 
of Dare to Lead below], and I suggest reading it in 
preparation for White Fragility. Dare to Lead explores 
discomfort and shows its value as a learning tool. In 
White Fragility, if you’re white, you may feel uncom-
fortable or awkward with the subject matter. Be-
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cause Robin DiAngelo is also white, she can accurately pinpoint situations 
and thoughts that you may have, previously had, or know other people 
who have. Continue forward and be open to learning. 
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
 

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You (Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Ken-
di, YA 305.8 RE; also available in eBook and eAudiobook formats) 

 
Get the audiobook. Get the audiobook!  GET THE AU-
DIOBOOK!  I cannot express it enough—it’s like listen-
ing to a TED talk and the narrator has a fantastic, 
smooth voice.  For those who have ever gotten stuck 
with a monotone narrator, this in comparison is a real 
treat!  You already know the history, but here is a 
book that fills in the gaps.  It lets you know what’s hap-
pening in the background and gives you some infor-
mation we never even heard of in history classes 
about race. Also, did I mention, it’s available in audio-
book? 

 
— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 

Sigh, Gone: A Misfit's Memoir of Great Books, Punk 
Rock, and the Fight to Fit In (Phuc Tran, 305.895 TR) 
 
This is the memoir you didn’t know you need to 
read.  Relatable, moving, and very funny. 
 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 
 

 
 
 
Conditional Citizens: On Belonging in America (Laila 
Lalami, 323.60973 LA) 
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
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Nature's Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation 
that Starts in Your Yard (Douglas W. Tallamy, 333.27 
TA) 
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 
 
Dancing at the Pity Party: A Dead Mom Graphic 
Memoir (Tyler Feder, YA 362.175 FE 
 

Feder lost her mom to cancer 
while she was in college. She wrote this book be-
cause she felt like no could relate to this experi-
ence, and she wanted other people going through this 
experience to know they are not alone. This graphic 
memoir will have you laughing out loud and sobbing 
with empathy. I think this could be a great book for 
readers who don't usually read graphic novels but are 
interested in doing so. 
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
 

The Stranger Beside Me (Ann Rule, 364.1523 RU; also 
available in CD Book format and as a bookclub kit through other River-
Share Libraries) 
 
Ann Rule had a personal connection with Ted Bundy 
because they worked at a crisis hotline center togeth-
er while attending college.  What she knew was a man 
who was kind and helped guide people through per-
sonal crises. The Stranger Beside Me is Ann Rule’s 
investigative narrative about the Bundy murders and 
her own personal memories with the killer.  I highly 
recommend this on audiobook because it is narrated 
by Ann Rule herself [note: the audiobook edition avail-
able through the RiverShare system is narrated by 
Lorelei King].  I have listened to my fair share of true 
crime on audiobook, but never has one carried a tone 
like this. I mistook the tone originally to be a love 
letter; instead, this is a good-bye letter. She accepts the clear reality and 
need to say good-bye to a friend that was never there to begin with.  
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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The Genius of Birds (Jennifer Ackerman, 598 AC) 
 

— David Otten, Information Services 
 

 
 
Dare to Lead: Bold Work. Tough Conversations. 
Whole Hearts (Brené Brown, 658.4092 BR; also avail-
able in eBook, CD Book, and eAudiobook formats)  
 
If you want to improve connec-

tions and honest conversations, this book is an excellent 
choice. This book takes pieces of Brene’s other books 
and does a big overview, so if there is something in this 
book you liked, you can visit another book that is more 
specifically about it. This book helped me reframe my 
mindset on the word “vulnerability” and using un-
armored courage to learn from uncomfortable situa-
tions.  I thought this was well written and the audio-
book is narrated by the author!   
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
 

 
Rothko: The Color Field Paintings (Mark Rothko, 
pictures edited by Jenny Moussa Spring, with a 
foreword by Christopher Rothko and an essay by 
Janet Bishop, 759.13 RO) 
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
 

 
 
 

A Very Punchable Face (Colin Jost, 791.4502 JO) 
 
He is very funny yet doesn’t take himself too serious-
ly.  I can’t tell you how many times I laughed out loud 
while reading this book. 
 

— Carol Crane, Technical Services 
 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/162578.Bren_Brown
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The Tao of Running (Gary Dudney, narrated by Sean 
Pratt, CDBOOK 796.42 DU) 
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
  
 
 

 
GI Brides: The Wartime Girls Who Crossed the Atlan-

tic for Love (Duncan Barrett and Nuala Calvi, 

940.5309 BA) 

I’ve read this book a few times now, and with each 

reading, I’m struck by the sheer faith and hope that 

these women possessed to be able to give up their 

livelihoods, traditions and families in World War II-era 

England, and move to the United States to be reunit-

ed with their American soldier husbands. Oftentimes, 

the newlyweds had only been acquainted for a few 

months during the war in England before wedding 

vows were exchanged. Some of the marriages suc-

ceeded; others didn’t. Regardless of the outcome, it 

is fascinating to read about the unique journeys of five women who crossed 

the Atlantic Ocean on steamer ships, to begin a new life in America. 

— Jill Hayes, Circulation Services 

 

Astoria: John Jacob Astor and Thomas Jefferson's Lost Pacific Empire: A 

Story of Wealth, Ambition, and Survival (Peter Stark, 978.02 ST) 

In 1810, John Jacob Astor sent two parties to establish 

a settlement in the Pacific Northwest, with the even-

tual aim of creating a global trade empire. Astoria 

tells the stories of both the seagoing party, which 

sailed around Cape Horn and stopped in Hawaii for 

supplies before reaching the Oregon coast, and the 

overland party, which traveled by canoe and on foot 

and horseback, eventually deviating from the route 

Lewis and Clark had used just a few years earlier. 
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Stark does a terrific job with both threads of the tale, writing sharp portray-

als of a large cast of characters and beautiful descriptions of the wilderness, 

all while keeping the story flowing.  It’s a bit of history you may not know 

and a true adventure. 

— Courtney Mongiat, Information Services 

 

My Own Words (Ruth Bader Ginsburg, BIOG GINSBURG) 

 

I finished reading this a few months before RBG’s 

passing. She was truly a Champion of Rights.  I think 

if you're passionate about law, this book will really 

excite you, but if you are looking to learn more 

about the life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, this will not 

disappoint you! I especially like hearing about her 

work for gender equality, the life events that helped 

shape her, and the love of her husband Marty Gins-

berg.   I highly recommend the audiobook to hear 

segments from RBG herself (also, you’ll thank me 

when you hear the operatic portion!). 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 

 

The Oldest Student: How Mary Walker 
Learned to Read (Written by Rita Lorraine 
Hubbard, illustrated by Oge Mora, JBIOG 
WALKER) 
 
Truly an inspiration to lifelong learners! Mary 
Walker was born into slavery, then freed. She 
had a lifetime goal to learn how to read. She 
had a personal family Bible that she kept all 
her life to one day read. Mary was successful 
and learned how to read at age 116! Remem-
ber, you are never too old to learn! 
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
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MOVIES and TELEVISION 
 

 
A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood (directed by 
Marielle Heller and starring Tom Hanks, DVD DRAMA 
BEAUTIFUL; also available in Blu-Ray format) 
 
Tom Hanks shares the life of the well-loved Mr. Rogers 
with the viewer. 
 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 
 
 
 

 
Chernobyl (starring Jared Harris, Stellan Skarsgård, and Emily Watson, DVD 
TV CHERNOBYL; also available in Blu-Ray format) 
 
A very intense telling of the Chernobyl disaster made 

even more tense with the help of a haunting score by 

Hildur Guonadottir (who won the Oscar for the Joker 

soundtrack). 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 

 
 
 

 
Doctor Who (starring various actors as The Doc-
tor, although Mark’s favorite is Tom Baker; avail-
able on DVD and Blu-Ray from multiple River-
Share Libraries) 
 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 
 

 
 
 



19 

Emma (directed by Autumn de Wilde and starring Anya Taylor-Joy and 
Johnny Flynn, DVD EMMA; also available in Blu-Ray format; other adap-
tations, along with the source material, are available in multiple for-
mats) 

 
Very quirky take on Jane Austen’s Emma.  The star 

of the show is Anya Taylor-Joy as Emma. Taylor-Joy 

is currently receiving accolades for her portrayal of 

Beth Harmon in the Netflix miniseries The Queen’s 

Gambit.  

  
— Lucas Berns, Information Services 

 

Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple series (based on the books by Agatha 
Christie; the Bettendorf Public Library has Miss Marple series featuring 
Joan Hixson and Julia McKenzie and Poirot movies and series featuring 
David Suchet, along with works by and about Christie in multiple for-
mats; the Miss Marple series featuring Geraldine McEwan are available 
through other RiverShare Libraries)  
 
How do I even start to write an ode to Agatha Chris-
tie in 2020?  I’m not sure how I stumbled across 
reading a bunch of these books this year, but I know 
why I continued reading.  These mystery stories 
bring me comfort, justice, and conclusion!  I be-
come full engaged trying to solve the case. If I don’t 
solve it myself, or can solve it but don’t know the 
motive, then I can always count on Miss Marple or 
Hercule Poirot to solve it all in the end.    
 
Hercule Poirot has some good mysteries, and I generally liked a majority 
of them, but a few of them really have knock-out endings!  He’s also really 
fun to have around because he has such a bourgeois attitude towards 
murder. 
 
Miss Marple is a darling busybody who unexpectedly happens to be a su-
per sleuth.  I’m especially fond of Miss Marple because she may remind 
you of an older lady that may be in your own life. These mysteries are 
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some of my favorites, I feel like Miss Marple gets 
overlooked, but I would argue has the most con-
sistent good mysteries in her series.  
 
More of a TV-series binge person?  Good news!  
There are a series of movies out there that are excel-
lent! They have found some talented actors that 
bring these characters to life.  I highly enjoyed David 
Suchet portrayal of Poirot and Geraldine McEwan is 
exactly as I imagined how Miss Marple would be!  
Not to mention we are getting a new Death on the 
Nile movie coming in December 2020 (hopefully!)  It makes it an excellent 
time to give Agatha Christie a try if you haven’t yet, and get those little grey 
cells thinking!  
 

— Ashley Buck, Circulation Services 
 
 

Judy (directed by Rupert Goold and starring Renée Zellweger, DVD DRA-
MA JUDY; also available in Blu-Ray format; the original motion picture 
soundtrack is available in the Bettendorf Public Library music collection 
under CD MOVIES/TV JUDY) 

 
Renée Zellweger did an excellent portrayal of Judy 
Garland’s life. 
 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Man with a Plan (starring Matt LeBlanc; although this series is not availa-

ble at any of the RiverShare libraries, if you are a Bettendorf patron, we 

can try to obtain DVDs through Interlibrary Loan) 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 
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Paterson (written and directed by Jim Jarmusch and 
starring Adam Driver and Golshifteh Farahani; availa-
ble on DVD through multiple RiverShare Libraries) 
 
Stranger Than Fiction (directed by Marc Forster and 
starring Will Ferrell and Maggie Gyllenhaal, DVD DRA-
MA STRANGER) 
 
These two thoughtful films are not action-packed or 
filled with uproarious laughter, but they are filled to 
the brim with tenderness and thoughtfulness about the 
human experience. Plus, city buses play a role in both 
of these films, so if nothing else these movies will help 
you once again romanticize the idea of a city bus. 
 

— Abbigail McWilliams, Youth Services 
 
 
 
 

 
The Peanut Butter Falcon (directed by Michael 
Schwartz and starring Shia LaBeouf and Dakota John-
son, DVD DRAMA PEANUT; also available in Blu-Ray 
format) 
 
Heartwarming story of a man with special needs. 
 

— Shar Hedin-Campbell, Circulation Services 
 

 
 

 
Strangers with Candy (starring Amy Sedaris, DVD TV 
STRANGERS) 
 
 A wonderfully twisted comedy from the early 2000s.  
  

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
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Young Sheldon (starring Iain Armitage and Jim Par-

sons, DVD TV YOUNG) 

— Mark Edwards, Circulation Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art21 (created by Susan Sollins and Susan Dowling, DVD 709.73 AR) 
 
A Peabody Award-winning biennial program that 
allows viewers to observe artists at work. 
 

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
 

 

 
 
  

 
MUSIC 

  
Kankyō Ongaku: Japanese Ambient, Environmental & New Age Music 1980
–1990 (CD FOLK/WORLD KANKYO) 

 
Another wonderful collection from the 

folks at Light in the Attic Records.  Cu-

rated by Spencer Doran of RNVG Intl.’s 

Visible Cloaks.  

— Lucas Berns, Information Services 
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Current Friends' News 
Book Shop Open in Library! 

 

In place of their semiannual book sale, the Friends of the Betten-

dorf Public Library have opened a book shop in the coffee shop 

area of the library. The shop is open Mondays and Tuesdays 12:00-

4:00 and Saturdays 11:00-3:00.  

Initially the shop will sell novels and paperback books at $1 and 

children's, chapter, and teen books at 25¢-50¢ each.  Magazines 

will also be on sale in the shop for 20¢. There will be a large selec-

tion of these materials and all the proceeds of the sales will be 

used to support library programs. 

Masks will be required and no more than ten customers may be in 

the shop at any time. 

The Friends are currently accepting donations of magazines only.   
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Do you have a favorite author you 

would like to share with our patrons? 

The Bettendorf Public Library’s Adopt 

An Author program lets you sponsor 

the purchase of one copy of each title 

published by your adopted author for 

one calendar year. You will purchase 

the books at cost—usually a 40% dis-

count. You may renew from year to 

year if you wish. 

By adopting an author, you get to be 

the first to check out your author’s 

books. Each adopted book will have a bookplate with your name to recog-

nize your sponsorship. 

If you are interested in adopting an author, please see one of the librarians 

at the Information Desk. Please note that adopted authors must meet the 

selection criteria of the Library’s Collection Development Policy. 

Our currently adopted authors include: 

 

Mitch Albom 
Laurien Berenson 
James Lee Burke (on CD) 
Jennifer Chiaverini 
Lee Child 
Genevieve Cogman 
Krista Davis 
Barbara Delinsky 
Richard Paul Evans 

Ken Follett 
James Grippando 
Amy Hatvany 
Helena Hunting 
Jonathan Kellerman 
Beth Kendrick 
Sue Monk Kidd 
Dean Koontz 
Hilary Mantel 

Mary Marks 
Jo Nesbø 
James Patterson 
Louise Penny 
Jason Reynolds 
Barbara Ross 
Denise Swanson 
Jacqueline Winspear 
Stuart Woods 


